
An agriculture support policy
consists of all those policy measures
which are adopted by the government
to influence prices of agriculture

outputs so that increased production
and productivity will be attained

Abdullah Hammad
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According to information in
the report ,it is encouraging to
see that industry revenues
increased by almost 7% annually
to Rs 694 billion in 2021–22.
Despite all the odds, the

Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA ) annual telecom
industry report suggests that
FY22 was a job well done.
According to information in the
report ,it is encouraging to see
that industry revenues increased
by almost 7% annually to Rs 694
billion in 2021–22.
Within that pie, mobile net-

work operators saw a slightly
higher growth of 8% y/y to Rs 500
billion, fixed-line operators grew
their cumulative topline by 12%
y/y to Rs 90 billion, and LDI oper-

ators saw a 12% revenue decline
to Rs 40 billion.
However, after accounting for

inflation (the CPI averaged
12.15% in FY22), the industry’s
topline growth last fiscal year

was negative in real terms. This
highlights the difficulties opera-
tors face in monetizing a sub-
scriber base whose weak pur-
chasing power makes communi-
cation-related spending price-
sensitive while also increasing
year over year.
It makes sense why the pri-

mary measure of average rev-
enue per user (ARPU), according
to the PTA report, remained at
the same level in rupee terms (Rs
220 per month) in FY22 as it did
in FY18. The expansion of high-
speed mobile broadband (espe-
cially 4G) services is crucial.
Despite the fact that there are
currently 124 million subscribers
to mobile broadband (3G and 4G
combined)...Read More

PTA Releases Annual Report On
Telecom Industry Revenues

After the completion of these
connectivity projects, a ministry
of IT official estimates that 28
million people will have access
to broadband.
For the connectivity of remote

areas, more than 70 connectivity
projects worth Rs 65 billion in
the Universal Service Fund
(USF) are currently under con-
struction and will be finished by
June this year.
After the completion of these

connectivity projects, a ministry
of IT official estimates that 28
million people will have access
to broadband.
According to him, since its

inception, USF has granted 123
projects under its flagship pro-

grams totaling approximately Rs
124.8 billion in subsidies,
empowering more than 26 mil-
lion people living in more than
12,000 mauzas, thus covering
more than 120 districts through-
out Pakistan.
In order to prepare for 5G tech-

nology, USF has also successful-
ly laid more than 12,000 km of
optical fibre, connecting more
than 600 Tehsil Headquarters
(THQs) or Union Councils (UCs)
and significant towns in
Pakistan.
The primary goal of the USF is

to ensure that all citizens, regard-
less of where they live, have
access to essential communica-
tion services.

This includes access to teleph-
ony, broadband internet, and
other communication technolo-
gies. By providing these services,
the USF helps to bridge the digi-
tal divide and improve access to
information and communication
services for people in remote
and rural areas.
All of these USF projects,

according to him, are essential
for empoweringwomen, acceler-
ating access to e-suite services
like e-commerce, e-education, e-
health, and e-agriculture, and
closing Pakistan’s digital divide.
It is essential to give remote
areas access to broadband in
order to close the digital divide
and advance digital literacy.

Access to the internet can
enhance people’s lives in many
ways, including by increasing
access to employment, health-
care, and educational opportuni-
ties.It can also stimulate the local
economy by facilitating online
businesses and e-commerce. It’s
crucial to make sure that the
infrastructure constructed as
part of these projects is long-last-
ing and capable of being main-
tained. It’s also crucial to give
local communities support and
training so they can make the
most of the new connectivity.
This can make the ecosystem
self-sustaining and guarantee
that the positive effects of the
projects last for many years.

Over 70 USF’s
Connectivity Projects To
Complete By June

A well-known environmental
lawyer named Mr. Rafay Alam
spoke about the climate crisis
and how it will affect us in the
future.
The international conference

regarding climate change and
agriculture of Pakistan was held
at Forman Christian College
University Lahore from
February 6–9, 2023, and was
organized by the KAM School of
Life Sciences and ORIC.
During the opening ceremony,

Prof. Dr. Seyed Komail Tayebi,
President of the Economic
Cooperation Organization-
Science Foundation, was the
special guest. On the subject of
climate change in Pakistan, he
emphasized the significance of
mitigation and adaptation tech-
nologies.
A well-known environmental

lawyer named Mr. Rafay Alam
spoke about the climate crisis
and how it will affect us in the
future. In the first session, Dr.
Mahaletchumy Arujanan,
Executive Director of MABIC,
spoke about science communi-
cation as a strategy for effective
climate action.
Short-term climate variability

and long-term climate change
have a big impact on agriculture
in Pakistan. The nation frequent-
ly experiences periods of severe
drought followed by devastating
floods, which has led to low crop
yields, livestock losses, damage
to irrigation infrastructure, and
food shortages. The yield of cash
harvests will be impacted by
droughts in the winter, per the
Climate Change Index. In the
meantime, increased precipita-
tion during the summer may
result in flooding in various parts
of Pakistan. CropLife Asia, CABI,
Pakistan Science Foundation,
Babar Ali Foundation, FAO,
WWF Pakistan, COMSTECH,
HEC, Four Brothers
Group...Read More

Climate Change In
Pakistan Needs To
Adapt Technologies:

Dr. Komail

Chinese power companies
have increasingly played a signif-
icant role in Pakistan’s efforts to

realize its wind potential and
transform its energy structure.
CPEC wind power projects

will change Pakistan’s energy
landscape according to a report
released onWednesday by China
Economic Net (CEN).
Hundreds of wind turbines are

operating day and night on the
vast desert of Jhimpir, Sindh,
supplying reliable and environ-
mentally friendly electricity to
the national grid.Peerzada Zain
ul Abideen, O&M manager of
Power China HDEC Engineering
Company Limited Pakistan, told
CEN with pride that his compa-
ny’s 12 projects in Jhimpir have
produced 1888.29 GWh of elec-
tricity thus far...Read More

CPEC Wind Power Projects
To Change Pakistan’s
Energy Landscape

“Government will continue
to support these scholars
despite its limited resources
and will do everything in its
power to quickly find solutions
to their problems,” according
to the minister
The Federal Minister for

Planning, Development, and
Special Initiatives on Thursday
gave the finance division
immediate instructions to
address the problems the
scholars were having while
pursuing their studies in the
United States through the
Higher Education
Commission‘s US-Pakistan
Knowledge Corridor project
initiative.
The incumbent planning min-

ister developed the Pakistan-
US Knowledge Corridor
Project in June 2015 with the
goal of enhancing bilateral
cooperation in the field of edu-
cation by the year 2025.
“The government will contin-

ue to support these scholars
despite its limited resources
and will do everything in its
power to quickly find solutions
to their problems,” according
to the minister. HEC briefed
the group on the project in
detail during the meeting.
According to the executive

director of HEC, 410 students
have already received scholar-
ships in a variety of fields,
including the social sciences,
engineering, basic sciences,
medicine and allied health sci-
ences, agriculture, veterinary
science, computer sciences,
emerging technologies, water
resources, and energy.
She also told the group that

1,536 people had benefited
from the training and that
nearly 2,800 applications had
been received for the GRE-
General Training in 2023. A
total of 35 GRE-General
Training sessions, including 10

virtual sessions, had been held.
The US-Pakistan Knowledge

Corridor initiative’s main goals
were to train roughly 1,000
potential applicants annually
for university entrance exams
like the GRE and
TOEFL/IELTS under the
“Talent Farming Compo” pro-
gram, increase the number and
quality of faculty in higher edu-
cation institutions (HEIs),
improve the research and aca-
demic capacity of Pakistan’s
HEIs by providing the trained
personnel who will improve
the quality of instruction and
innovative research.
While reviewing the

progress, the planning minister
gave the finance division the
order to immediately release
their debt so they could contin-
ue their studies. Officials from
HEC, the finance division, and
other stakeholders were pres-
ent at the meeting.

US PAK Knowledge
Corridor Project:
Minister Urges To

Solve Issues

0

Thari
Skilled
Youth- Our
Future!

Shewa Ram Suthar

In Thar, unemployment is
the biggest problem fac-
ing today’s youth. The sit-

uation has worsened in the
wake of the coronavirus pan-
demic. Skilled young people
also face problems, they do not
have a long way to utilize their
skills. The lack of policy to
enhance youth skills is also a
demotivating factor.
On July 15, 2021, World

Youth Skills Day was celebrat-
ed at village Bhada Sandha of
Tehsil chachro, Tharparkar.
The event revolved around
the global theme of
“Reimagining Youth Skills
Post-Pandemic” which seeks
to highlight the resilience and
innovation of youth during the
COVID-19 crisis.
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Agricultural
Input
Subsidy

Ayesha Rauf

To modernize the
existing technology
or to implement new

technology subsidy play an
important role.
B a c k g r o u n d :

Developmental subsidies
particularly on fertilizers
and tube wells were found
to be very effective in a
country like Pakistan. After
1950s subsidy on agricultur-
al inputs were provided in
Pakistan.
Government of Pakistan

provided subsidy on fertiliz-
ers to boost their use.
During the 1960 method of
subsidizing agriculture
inputs was continued and at
the end of the 1960s utmost
of the inputs including seed,
insecticide, fertilizer, irriga-
tion water, and installation
of tube wells, tractors and
their spare parts were subsi-
dized.
Subsidies Resulted into

higher input prices through-
out the 1970s hence started
to be cut down.
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Invisible
Workers

Prof Dr Abdullah G Arijo

When Zaibunisa’s
husband, the only
source of earning

for bread and butter of the
family died, I visited her for
condolence and expressed
my sympathetic concern,
but her reply made me keep
my 32 shuts. “I certainly feel
upset, Zebunisa said on the
sad demise of my husband,
but my earning is not down”.
But you don’t have any

male in the family to earn for
you and your daughters are
too small for their age to start
earning” I asked.No issue ada
(women usually title ada
when they talk to someone
not relative in the blood).
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IAEA Visit To Explore Ways
To Advance Applications Of

Nuclear Tech
The IAEA chief’s visit will give Pakistan and the IAEA the

chance to further their cooperation in the peaceful applications of
nuclear tech for socioeconomic development.
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director

General Rafael Mariano Grossi’s visit to Pakistan beginning on
February 16 will give Pakistan and the organisation the chance to
explore ways to advance cooperation in peaceful nuclear tech
applications for socioeconomic development.
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch, a spokesperson for the Foreign Office,

provided information on Thursday during a weekly news briefing
in Islamabad.
The FO spokesperson stated that the IAEA chief will visit vari-

ous institutions employing nuclear tech in the fields of health, agri-
culture, industry, and power generation, as well as hold high level
meetings, including one with the foreign secretary.
According to Ms. Baloch, the IAEA chief’s visit will give Pakistan

and the IAEA the chance to further their cooperation in the peace-
ful applications of nuclear tech for socioeconomic development.
In response to a question, she said that Pakistan’s top officials

are being met by Dr. Pornchai Danvivathana, the secretary gener-
al of the Asian Cooperation Dialogue.
She claimed that throughout these meetings, Pakistan reiterated

its commitment to multilateralism and the development of posi-
tive relationships with all Asian Cooperation Dialogue partici-
pants...Read More

Vice Chancellor KU Inaugurates PPL
Chemical Synthesis Laboratory

Dr. Khalid Mahmood Iraqi, vice chancellor of the University of
Karachi (KU), inaugurated the Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL)
Chemical Synthesis Laboratory at the Department of Chemical
Engineering on Thursday.
A strong connection between the government, businesses, and

academia was mentioned during the inaugural ceremony of PPL
Chemical Synthesis Laboratory by KU Vice Chancellor Professor
Dr. Khalid Iraqi as being crucial for the growth and development
of the nation.
He referred to it as the “triangle of success for society” and stat-

ed that Pakistan, in particular, needs to make progress in this tri-
angle in order to meet all of the goals for the country’s develop-
ment.
He acknowledged PPL’s contribution to the lab renovation and

asserted that this kind of cooperation would be extremely benefi-
cial to the higher education sector.
In order to help bridge the gap between universities and indus-

tries, Dr. Khalid Iraqi informed the audience that the university has
established academia-industry linkages in almost every depart-
ment.
“Our students need exposure to the local and global markets

while they are enrolled in classes on campus so that when they
enter the workforce in the future, they won’t encounter any prob-
lems and will be able to carry out their responsibilities without

The Japanese government
has received special thanks
from Chairman PARC for start-
ing a capacity-building pro-
gram in Pakistan.
In Balochistan, a two-day

seminar on the capacity devel-
opment of agriculture exten-
sion services was held by JICA,
API, and NARC.
Jointly executing the four-

year project are the
Department of Agriculture
Extension Balochistan, JICA,
API, and NARC. Dr. Ghulam
Muhammad Ali, chairman of
the Pakistan Agricultural
Research Council, attended as
the honored guest.
DG, National Agricultural

Research Center, Dr.
Muhammad Qasim Kakar,
Representative DG, Agriculture
Extension Balochistan, Dr.
Shehzad Asad, Chief Advisor,
API/JICA, Mr. Kosuke Sawada,
DG, ARI) Balochistan At the
National Agricultural Research
Center in Islamabad, Mr. Abdul
Karim Jafar joined a sizable
number of provincial agricul-
ture officers and field assis-
tants in attending the pro-
gramme.
According to Dr. Ghulam

Muhammad Ali, Chairman of
PARC, we produce high-quality
crops in the province of

Balochistan, so training and
research are crucial to advanc-
ing agriculture in the region.
According to Dr. Ali, enhancing
the skills of farmers and agri-
culturalists is essential for
advancing the province’s agri-
cultural development.
The Japanese government

has received special thanks
from Chairman PARC for start-
ing a capacity-building pro-

gram in Pakistan. According to
Dr. Ali, the program to assist
growers will ultimately aid in
boosting the nation’s economy.
He continued by saying that

we can increase the nation’s
exports by increasing the pro-
duction of fruits and vegetables

in the Balochistan province.
Furthermore The chairman
claimed that scientists from
PARC could deliver these
courses in every province in
the nation.
The people of Balochistan

are grateful that JICA, the gov-
ernment of Japan, and the
Pakistan Agricultural Research
Council were able to organise
these trainings, according to

the DG of the Agriculture
Research Initiative, Dr.
Muhammad Qasim Kakar.
Mr. Abdul Karim, the director

general of agriculture exten-
sion for Balochistan, also sent
greetings to JICA and the
Japanese government. It is not

just the story of the last four
years; Japan’s citizens have
been assisting Pakistan for
more than 70 years.
According to him, agriculture

officers and field assistants
must share newly acquired
knowledge and administer
monitored activities if we want
to maintain the success of this
project. He emphasized the
need to improve Balochistan’s
research infrastructure.
The trainees said that the

Seminar on agriculture exten-
sion services was very educa-
tional and that it was a great
experience. It was very educa-
tional and sharpened our skills.
The difficulties in

Balochistan‘s agricultural sec-
tor were highlighted by Mr.
Chingez, the Field Assistant.
He stated that the training was
very beneficial because it will
aid in closing the province’s
knowledge gap in the agricul-
ture sector.
Dr. Ghulam Muhammad Ali,

chairman of the Pakistan
Agricultural Research Council,
gave certificates to
Balochistan’s agriculture offi-
cers and field assistants. DG
NARC Dr. Shehzad Asad gave a
vote of thanks to the attendees
at the conclusion of the cere-
mony.

Two Day Seminar Held On
Agriculture Extension Services

In Balochistan

Pakistan clinical degrees,
Doctor of Surgery (MS), and
Doctor of Medicine (MD) degrees
have been granted a status equiv-
alent to Fellow of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons (FCPS)
andMembership of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons
Pakistan (MCPS) in Gulf states.
The MS and MD degrees are

recognized as clinical degrees in
Pakistan, but Saudi Arabia
declared them research degrees
in 2017, prohibiting holders of
those degrees from practicing.
Despite the fact that both MS and
MD holders are employed by hos-
pitals in order to gain clinical
experience, this was the case.
The Higher Education

Commission (HEC) and the
Pakistani embassy in Saudi
Arabia have received praise from
the Association of University
Physicians and Surgeons of
Pakistan (AUPSP) for addressing
the matter.
According to Dr. Asad Noor

Mirza, the general secretary of the
AUPSP, Saudi Arabia banned MS

and MDs from practicing in 2017,
which had a negative impact on
4,500 doctors there. Doctors in
other Gulf states also faced a sim-
ilar problem.
Despite the fact that MS and

MD are four-year programs, Saudi
Arabia allowed MS and MDs to
practise in 2019 but at a lower
level equivalent to two years
MCPS, he continued. According
to Mr. Mirza, Dr. Shaista Sohail,
the executive director of the

HEC, wrote a letter to the secre-
tary general of the Saudi
Commission for Health
Specialties on January 23 stating
that in Pakistan, the degrees of
MD, MDS, MS, and MPhil are
equivalent to FCPS. According to
the letter “The Pakistan Medical
and Dental Council monitors and
regulates policy for medical prac-
tice and ethics and licenses and
classifies both of these
clinical...Read More

Pakistan’s Clinical Degrees
Receive Same Status As

FCPS, MCPS

Allama Iqbal Open University,
Quaid-e-Azam University, and
International Islamic University
are among the universities
whose vice chancellors are to be
named.
The Vice Chancellors (VCs) of

Islamabad Universities have
been finalized by the Ministry of
Federal Education and
Professional Training. Allama
Iqbal Open University, Quaid-e-
Azam University, and
International Islamic University
are among the universities
whose vice chancellors are to be
named, per the sources.
According to the sources, the

President received the list and
summary regarding the appoint-
ment of vice chancellors in
order to finalize the names.
The names of Dr. Fazal Khaliq,

Raheel Qamar, and Professor Dr.
Niaz for the position of Vice-
Chancellor of Quaid-e-Azam
University have been included in
the summary.

The President has been given
the names of Dr. Mudassar, Dr.
Ziauddin, and Dr. Nasir
Mehmood for the position of
Vice Chancellor at Allama Iqbal
Open University. The list of can-
didates for the position of rector
of the International Islamic
University in Islamabad includes
Dr. Tahir Khalili, Dr. Amina
Moazzam, and Dr. Khalil.
Vice chancellor is a senior aca-

demic administrator in charge of
one or more universities. The
vice chancellor, who also serves
as the university’s CEO, is in
charge of managing and admin-
istering the institution as a
whole.
They are in charge of manag-

ing, among other things, student
affairs, financial management,
and research projects.
It is to mention here that the

tenure of the previous Vice-
Chancellors of these major three
universities of Islamabad had
been completed...Read More

Education Ministry
Finalizes Names For VCs
Of Islamabad Universities

The nation’s exorbitant gaso-
line prices and the current eco-
nomic climate are the main
causes of the Evee C1’s popular-
ity.
The Evee C1 is an electric

scooter made by Pakistan start-
up Evee Electric that is less
expensive than traditional
motorcycles like the Honda CD
70 or Honda CG 125. The busi-
ness shared several details and
some images of the Evee C1
electric scooter along with the
announcement on their
Facebook page.
The nation’s exorbitant gaso-

line prices and the current eco-
nomic climate are the main
causes of the Evee C1’s popular-
ity. Additionally, the country’s
lack of petroleum products
makes everything worse
because people can’t find fuel or
have to wait in long lines at gas
stations.
For the past few days, Evee

Electric has teased the Made-in-
Pakistan EV scooter on their
social media accounts in an

effort to generate buzz. They
have been very successful, as
people have begun talking about
the Evee C1 electric scooter.
The 60V 20aH lead-acid bat-

tery that powers the Made-in-
Pakistan Evee C1 electric scoot-
er has a 1,200W powerful motor
and is advertised to have up to
550 charging cycles.
Additionally, the car charges in
just 6-7 hours, offers a 50–60 km
range, and has a top speed of 55
km/h.
The full list of specifications

includes the following: 100%
Electric, 1200W Powerful Motor,
60V 20Ah Lead Dry Acid Battery,
Up to 550 Charging Cycles, Max
Speed of 55km/h, Range of 50-60
km, Anti-Theft Alarm, Reverse
Gear, Hub Magnetic Coil/30, Size
(1860x780x1160 mm), Charging
Time of 6-7 Hours, 12 Tube
Vector Controller, Disk Brake,
Tire 90/90-10, Colorful Display
Meter, and Lo
Three colours are offered for

the electric scooter made in
Pakistan: Ruby Red, Ivory

White, and Midnight Blue. The
made-in-Pakistan EV scooter
Evee C1 costs Rs. 175,000 in
Pakistan, making it more afford-
able than bikes like the Honda
CD 70 and Honda CG 125.The
60V 20aH lead-acid battery that
powers the Made-in-Pakistan
Evee C1 electric scooter has a
1,200W powerful motor and is
advertised to have up to 550

charging cycles. Additionally,
the car charges in just 6-7 hours,
offers a 50–60 km range, and has
a top speed of 55 km/h.
This makes it an attractive

option for many users who don’t
need a lot of mileage every day.
The Evee C1 is an electric scoot-
er, so it is completely fuel-free,
and its 50–60 km range is suffi-
cient for most city dwellers.

Evee Electric Launches Made In
Pakistan Electric Scooter

In five districts of Punjab,
127,000 acres of land will be
made available for corporate
farming for a maximum of 30
years.
The rules and regulations for

corporate farming under the
CPEC were approved by the
caretaker Punjab cabinet, which
convened here on Thursday
with the Chief Minister in the
chair.
In five districts of Punjab,

127,000 acres of land will be
made available for corporate
farming for a maximum of 30
years. There will be no propri-
etary rights granted to those
who receive land for corporate
farming.
Corporate farming will aid in

advancing agricultural research,
ensuring food security, and
advancing the study of the
forestry and livestock indus-
tries. The chief minister
assigned ministers tasks to
address the artificial shortage of
gasoline after becoming aware
of it.
The Punjab Prevention of

Speculation for Commodity Act,
2021, schedule was approved by
the cabinet along...Read More

Punjab Cabinet
Approves Rules For
Corporate Farming

Under CPEC
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The Pakistani government’s policy
interventions to preserve wheat produc-
tion include input and output price con-
trols, as well as different subsidies and
tax policies targeted at boosting consume

Abdullah Hammad

Mr. Sarwan kumar, a local community activist,
said the pandemic had made life worse for almost all of
our young people who had lost their jobs due to COVID-

19, and that economic losses had
halted local businesses. Our youth have no technical

skills and are not even more educated, which is why we
are facing challenges,”Shewa Ram Suthar

A
n agriculture
support poli-
cy consists of
all those poli-
cy measures
which are

adopted by the govern-
ment to influence prices of
agriculture outputs so that
increased production and
product iv i ty wi l l be
attained.
Introduction
In Pakistan, where market

imperfections are strong
enough to counteract the
impact of economic automa-
tion, a policy package will
almost certainly be needed.
This support policy will aim at
providing different incentives
and inducements to the farm-
ers.
Wheat Support Price
Wheat is an important crop in

Pakistan’s food economy, both
for production and consump-
tion.
The Pakistani government’s

policy interventions to pre-
serve wheat production
include input and output price
controls, as well as different
subsidies and tax policies tar-
geted at boosting consumers
and farmers. For many years,
the Punjab government and the
federal government have
worked together to establish
wheat support prices and
acquire wheat, with the pri-
mary purpose of shielding
farmers from price shocks and
providing a steady supply of
wheat to consumers at con-
trolled rates.
This strategy of intervention

assists in the protection of
farmers and consumers from
monopolists (intermediaries,
price makers).
The government’s main con-

cerns are maintaining national
reserves and providing food
security at cheap and subsi-
dized rates.
Since independence,

Pakistani administrations have
substantially influenced wheat
production. To assist farmers,

wheat is purchased at officially
determined rates. Wheat is sold
to flour mills or directly to low-
income consumers.
Maintaining price stability at
levels that are reasonable to
customers is the aim.
Fig 1. Wheat Production

(1000)
Wheat is one of the most

important crops in this world,
and it has always been a diffi-
cult task for many govern-
ments. Due to poor governance
and mismanagement,
Pakistan’s government has
struggled to fix wheat prices in
the country over the last few
years. Wheat production for
the last year is 25.5 million
tonnes, more than 1.2 million
tonnes from the preceding
year, compared to the target of
27 million tonnes.
Pakistan’s wheat policy

attempts to establish a balance
between farmers and con-
sumers’ opposing interests. On
the production side, policies
are aimed at increasing wheat
productivity (yields) and out-

put while simultaneously
increasing farmer incomes.
Wheat cultivation has also
been seen as part of a bigger
national food security policy
aiming at minimizing depend-
ency on imported foods. On the
consumer side, the government
has attempted to promote fam-
ily food security by ensuring

that wheat flour is available at
acceptable prices and preserv-
ing price stability.
Table 1. Minimum Support

Price of Wheat 2010-2021
Issues
The government retains

roughly 80% of marketable
wheat on hand and spends
nearly Rs.50 billion on it each
year. This discourages the pri-
vate sector from participating
in wheat marketing and stor-
age.
Farmers are obligated to sell

their product at public market-
places, where rates are regulat-
ed by the local government/
deputy Commissioner and pri-
vate sector is not allowed to
operate in output market

The government heavily
influences consumer and pro-
ducer welfare by imposing min-
imum support prices, input
subsidies, and tariff/subsidies
on import and export– has a
negative impact on producer
welfare and consumer and
places a fiscal burden.
Support policy has affected

the Pakistan’s international
competitiveness due to
increased wheat minimum sup-
port price
Solutions
The government involvement

in the wheat and sugar markets
should be phased out.
Encourage the creation and

use of mobile applications that
enable
farmers to interact directly

with their customers.
Rather than securing mini-

mum support prices through
public procurement, future
agricultural commodity mar-
kets must
be reinforced through proper

fiscal actions and the removal
of restrictions.

In each essential food com-
modity, a broad range of higher
and lower prices should be
declared, indicating the gov-
ernment’s
limitations beyond which it

will be required to act in the
market to assure consumer
food security and a minimum
price for producers, as well as
generate investment certainty
for investors.
The government should stop

setting the minimum support
price for wheat, framing wheat
export policies, and enacting
support price legislation.
The government’s role should

be to promote research and
development, monitor quality,
and maintain buffer stocks for
fine-tuning in the event of
severe shortages.
Wheat is readily available on

the international market at
short notice.
The government, like every

other county, will keep an eye
on things and be ready to inter-
vene if necessary.
The government should take

steps to narrow the gap
between the MSP and the retail
price of wheat
. To reduce market distortion

costs and avoid illegal trading,
the government should pro-
mote competitiveness in the
wheat market.
Price sector involvement will

improve competitiveness.
The private sector must be

involved in the introduction of
high-yielding, low-risk vari-
eties. Knowledge-based inno-
vations and reforms will boost
productivity, assure food secu-
rity in the future, and minimize
the trade imbalance.
Subsidies for wheat inputs,

particularly fertilizers and
seeds,
can be distributed to lower

production costs. Reduced
input costs will result in lower
output prices, which will boost
farmer profitability, consumer
surplus, and also increase
international competitiveness
of wheat.

Price Support Policy

I
n Thar, unemployment is
thebiggest problem facing
today’s youth. The situa-
tion has worsened in the
wake of the coronavirus
pandemic. Skilled young

people also face problems, they do
not have a long way to utilize their
skills. The lack of policy to enhance
youth skills is also a demotivating
factor.
On July 15, 2021, World Youth

Skills Day was celebrated at vil-
lage Bhada Sandha of Tehsil
chachro, Tharparkar. The event
revolved around the global theme
of “Reimagining Youth Skills Post-
Pandemic” which seeks to high-
light the resilience and innovation
of youth during the COVID-19 cri-
sis.
It aims to celebrate the

resilience and creativity of youth
throughout the crises and to focus
on the possibilities of future
opportunities that will enhance
their abilities, skills and help them
further in income generation.
Because 2020 was the worst year
and there was no opportunity in

which all the youth suffered a lot.
This year, under TDH funded proj-
ect, AWARE would create many
opportunities to train youth in the
skills they want.
The AWARE Team

Representative Mr. Murtaza
Jokhio said that; “World Youth
Skills Day” is celebrated for the
resilience and creativity of youth
and assess the situation of young
people regarding skills and work
for better opportunities. He high-
lighted success stories with the
best examples of how young peo-
ple succeeded and fulfilled their
dreams.He added that theAWARE
with the support of TDH has
planned to provide the vocational
skill training to youths and will
train the 300 men and women in a
project area, to meet youth chal-
lenges and find better opportuni-
ties in the future.
Mr. Sarwan kumar, a local com-

munity activist, said the pandemic
had made life worse for almost all
of our young people who had lost
their jobs due to COVID-19, and
that economic losses had halted

local businesses. Our youth have
no technical skills andarenot even
more educated, which is why we
are facing challenges,” he added.
He further said: “It is indeed a

blessing that now with the kind
support of AWARE, our youth will
learn and enhance their skills
through in-house vocational train-
ing and after the vocational skills
training, our young people will be
trained with technical skills and
they will be able to start a busi-
ness, or create a source of income
or find a job.AWARE efforts will
help us reduce unemployment,
start small businesses, establish

market linkages, and enhance the
capabilities of women in our rural
areas through modern door-to-
door embroidery techniques.
Ms. Amari Kumari a woman

from the community addressed
the issue of the pandemic situa-
tions and the difficulties of
women. She said: “Women face
many challenges when earning
resources reduced. Women also
work inside and outside their
homes to contribute to the family
income. Yet, when we face food
insecurity, awoman is subjected to
domestic violence and inhumane
treatment.

The AWARE initiative of voca-
tional training will help us to
increase our expertise in modern
techniques in the development of
embroidery and market linkages
to generate various sources of
income.
AWARE’s initiate will help us to

enhance our skills in modern tech-
nics in embroidery and market
linkages development, to generate
different income resources. In
order to cope with a pandemic sit-
uation, women should take part in
making pickles, saving a little at
home, engage in poultry and devel-
op kitchen gardens that may sup-
plement our familieswhenwe face
this type of situation”.
The event includes an exhibition

of a variety of embroidery items by
a women’s group. Sindhi cap
(Toppi), pillows, bedsheets, rallies,
and hand-embroidered designs of
women’s clothing were also dis-
played. Every message was con-
veyed through IEC material, video
clips, songs, and traditional state-
ments of famous poets by commu-
nity members and local social

activists.
The documentary also showed

participants how to create differ-
ent skills, small business methods,
and different sources of income in
modern techniques. The commu-
nity and local social workers
appreciated the efforts of the
AWARE team and its volunteers.
The event also highlighted the
impact of the COVID-19 situation
and the importance of skilled
youth in themarkets. The pandem-
ic put tremendous pressure on
family income,making it very diffi-
cult for women to manage family
resources. This leads to an
increase in domestic violence,
mental illness, and suicide.
The community has shown

enthusiasm in conveying this mes-
sage.
In last Ms. Nusarat, Rajab

Samejo, Kelash and others shared
their views and remarks and a col-
lective action plan was also devel-
oped to work together over the
next two to three years to enhance
the skills of youth and create all
the possibilities, they want.

Thari Skilled Youth- Our Future!

“The most beautiful
experience we can have is
the mysterious. It is the fun-
damental emotion that
stands at the cradle of true
art and true science.”

--Albert Einstein
German theoretical physicist
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The subsidy affecting production pushes up
demand for agricultural on-farm labor, rural real
income will be an increase, which also provide an

advantage to those who are not achieving the targeted
subsidy program. Rising revenues could increase
demand for inputs, and transfer to producers will

return to suppliersAyesha Rauf

In Pakistan, these ‘invisible workers’ are not only
overburdened and underfed, but they are also brutally

maltreated. There are very few animal hospitals, vaccina-
tion is erratic and hygiene very poor. Many work animals
die prematurely of sickness, malnourishment, accidents,
neglect, and torture. Besides, sick animals are hardly
treated due to ill knowledge that prevails in massesBy Prof Dr Abdullah G Arijo

T
omodernize the
existing tech-
nology or to
implement new
technology sub-
sidy play an

important role.
Background: Developmental

subsidies particularly on fertil-
izers and tube wells were
found to be very effective in a
country like Pakistan. After
1950s subsidy on agricultural
inputs were provided in
Pakistan.
Government of Pakistan pro-

vided subsidy on fertilizers to
boost their use. During the
1960 method of subsidizing
agriculture inputs was contin-
ued and at the end of the 1960s
utmost of the inputs including
seed, insecticide, fertilizer,
irrigation water, and installa-
tion of tube wells, tractors and
their spare parts were subsi-
dized. Subsidies Resulted into
higher input prices throughout
the 1970s hence started to be
cut down.
These higher expenses were

followed by recession all over
the world.
This was the time when oil

and credit crises rise and
there was excessive devalua-
tion of Pakistan currencies.
In the 1970s Subsidies existed
on most of agricultural
inputs, but government
removed them in the 1980s
due to the pressure of the
World Bank and the IMF.
Subsidies were removed from
pesticides, tractors, tube
wells and seeds in 1985 and in
1990 subsidies were also
stopped for nitrogenous,
potash, and phosphoric fertil-
izers consecutively.
Impacts of subsidy pro-

gramme
Lower the prices of agricul-

tural input known as input

subsidies. Subsidies reduce
the cost to farmers and indi-
rectly increase the income of
poor farmers and consumers,
whereas the policy provides
financial support to very few
poor farmers and taxpayers.
Due to the transfer of income,

farmers can increase their
yields using input. Input sub-
sidies when applied to staple
crops they increase their
level of production at both
levels the household and the
national and also replenish
soil fertility. Subsidized com-
panies should increase the
level of output where there is
a significant growth in supply
and demand for the poor,
mainly cereals. Increase in
yields depend on following
elements e.g., quality of the
input, timing of delivery, com-
plementary resources such as
availability of seed, weather
conditions, and the technical

skills of beneficiaries in using
the inputs. Due to high level
of production, subsidies could
significantly reduce the
charges of staple food, partic-
ularly if the country is geo-
graphically isolated from the
international market and

domestic food prices rise
because of higher transporta-
tion costs.
The subsidy affecting pro-

duction pushes up demand for
agricultural on-farm labor,
rural real income will be an
increase, which also provide
an advantage to those who are
not achieving the targeted sub-
sidy program. Rising revenues
could increase demand for
inputs, and transfer to produc-
ers will return to suppliers.
Private sector is ideally includ-
ed in policy and policy has
potential to contribute to the
development of the input mar-
ket in the country by facilitat-

ing investment in marketing
systems and lowering transac-
tion costs. New suppliers will
enter in the enterprise as sub-
sidized and unsubsidized busi-
ness, it will also increase in
volume when market starts to
expand. So, competitiveness,

efficiency, and ability to
understand economies of scale
will increase and market mar-
gins will decline.
Wages and real income of

major producers and con-
sumer’s increases, subsidies
provide long-term develop-
ment of rural market structure
improves the demand for prod-
ucts such as livestock, horti-
cultural crops, non-agricultur-
al goods and services.

The land is released and
supply capacity increases as
productivity increases. Due to
multiple effects, subsidies can
facilitate long-term livelihood
changes.

There is more than one
spoiler effect on markets as
interlocking arrangements are
made between input suppliers
and agents. Subsidy programs
also provide the social protec-
tion and food security at both
household and national level
by enhancing the production
of staple crops and lowering
prices of food, especially
when country is not united
with the international mar-
kets. Reducing food prices can
have ambiguous conse-
quences. On the one hand con-
sumer welfare increasing, and
the producer surplus decrease
results in lower output prices,
which is obtained from the
transfer of producer. Second
reason is that, a reduction in
returns can lead to farmer
losses due to lower prices.
Recommendations:
Farmers should utilize subsi-

dized input rather than selling
they should apply them on
their crops, otherwise it will
end up profiting better-off
farmers.
Large scale farms produce

higher value cash crops often,
staple crops may not encour-
age at the national level to the
same scope, and there will be
no discount in output prices
that help poor food buyers.
Food entitlement of poor
households will not increase
through subsidies.
It is cleared that if farmers

are selected through vouch-
ers, the charges of exchanging
vouchers for inputs increase
significantly if there are no
input suppliers located local-
ly. Each crop needs different
types of fertilizer according to
its conditions.
Fertilizer should be compat-

ible with the crop which is
supported by the system and
is targeted by subsidies. For

developing input market,
vouchers should be
exchanged between private
input suppliers. Instead of
relying on the government, we
should move to the private
sector as fertilizer suppliers
or choose some private com-
panies, which will play a sig-
nificant role in the develop-
ment of private distribution
sector. We have to established
a voucher system, try to keep
it functional in a steady way
for at least five years. It will
allow enough time to develop
the further system, and it will
enhance the development of
private sector and also
encourage the use of fertilizer
by farmers. Long-term pro-
grams are often difficult to
maintain with a short cycle of
donor and government fund-
ing, but genuine efforts have
been made to make the pro-
gram sustainable, exclusively
if it has achieved significant
benefits.
The program classifies a

strict criterion to mark recipi-
ents and should also intro-
duce a mechanism to control
and prove the effectiveness of
targeting. For example, land
size is one such feature that
has been used in recent sub-
sidy programme.
In some subsidy program it

has been found that an effec-
tive way to enhance the profi-
ciency of targeting is to bound
the size of subsidized inputs
to a level that is too
small/minor to interest better-
off farmers but appropriately
enough to benefit poorer pro-
ducers. Introducing a self-tar-
geting component into the
program. Keeping the subsidy
programme apolitical, is chal-
lenging to achieve, particular-
ly during elections despite of
its importance.

Agricultural Input Subsidy

W
h e n
Zaibunisa’
s husband,
the only
source of
e a r n i n g

for bread and butter of the
family died, I visited her for
condolence and expressed
my sympathetic concern, but
her reply made me keep my
32 shuts. “I certainly feel
upset, Zebunisa said on the
sad demise of my husband,
but my earning is not down”.
But you don’t have any male
in the family to earn for you
and your daughters are too
small for their age to start
earning” I asked.
No issue ada (women usually

title ada when they talk to
someone not relative in the
blood). “Can’t you see my three
milking buffaloes, and that
donkey with the cart” Yes I can,
I replied. I get around 15 litres
of milk per time, of that I make
butter, lasi, and offer some
quantity to my kids and the rest
I sell and earn around Rs:1000
per day. And that donkey and
cart, I have given to Ada Fazal
on rent, and I get Rs: 400 per
day, so I don’t see any problem.
Her economic calculations

and house management made
me silent, and I started think-
ing about these invisible work-
ers, the animals.
In many communities, ani-

mals are sometimes the sole
breadwinners of a family.
According to a 2015 Brooke’s
report, there are 112 million
working donkeys, horses, and
mules in developing countries
supporting 600m people. In
Tharparkar alone variety of
services are taken from camels,
Including their role in agricul-
ture, camel is used as means of
transportation one also being
camel safari that earns capital
for the family
In Pakistan, these ‘invisible

workers’ are not only overbur-
dened and underfed, but they
are also brutally maltreated.
There are very few animal hos-
pitals, vaccination is erratic
and hygiene very poor. Many
work animals die prematurely
of sickness, malnourishment,
accidents, neglect, and torture.
Besides, sick animals are hard-
ly treated due to ill knowledge
that prevails in masses.
Working donkeys, horses and

mules make up approximately
112 million of the global live-
stock population in less devel-

oped countries.1 These animals
support masses livelihoods in a
variety of walks including agri-
culture, construction, tourism,
mining, and public transport. A
working horse and donkey
approximately earn Rs: 600 per
day. These animals are used for
domestic and commercial pur-
poses, providing a critical sup-
port system to households that
rely on them. One pillar of that
support system is the money
working equine animals gener-
ate directly and indirectly, and
the savings in expenses that
their owners benefit from by
using them. However, an
incomplete understanding of
their role means that working
donkeys, horses and mules
remain neglected or ignored in
relevant global, regional, and
national policy and program-
ming, including livestock
(Brooks Report)
This new report (which is

part of Brooke’s ongoing policy
and research agenda) may be
appreciated as it is aimed at
increasing knowledge of ani-
mal owners with the sole inten-
tion of animal and human wel-
fare
Pakistan is blessed with rich

livestock fauna, Tharparkar

being the richest. There are
about 26.98 million heads of a
camel in the world, of which
1.2 million are in Pakistan
(FAO, 2015). Camel has abun-
dant profit-making status in the
livestock sector in Tharparkar.
They are mainly used as draft,
milk, meat, leathers, and curls
as produces. Camel survives
generally in the difficult barren
area and rugged districts some-
place the extended tenure per-
sist of extra animals organizes
imaginable, with surprisingly
low inputs as the utmost of the
phase they glance the trim-
mings of trees and bushes.
Thus, camels contribute know-
ingly to the food sanctuary of
the farmer families in these
regions. Camels were grazed
on the uncultivated/saline area
where mostly halophilic plants
like Atriplex or Acacia etc. are
grown naturally. Overall the
world especially in dry, semi-
dry, hilly areas and desert areas
the people aiding on a camel.
Camel offers milk, meat, furs,
fabric, skins and shipping. In
many of the areas in the coun-
try, the camel is also consid-
ered a status symbol. Around
about some investigation has
been done in nourishment,

composition, facsimile and fit-
ness of camel. Nevertheless,
the fabrication perspective of
the camel has a revealing
effort. Camel milk is certainly
not esteemed appropriately as
its tenet (Younas and Iqbal,
2001). Cholistan rangelands
and Thar desert areas are up-
to-date husbandry practices
that allow camel farming as
profitable dairy farming. Camel
milk is used up as yoghurt (Abu
Ruqaie et al.,
1989). A camel plays an

important role especially in the
Islamic territories of the
Middle East. However, they
facilitated traders to inter-
change across the gigantic
empires to processions encum-
bered with possessions.
Watering the desert areas/lands
camels worked on farms in the
fields and turned water out
from the well. They conceded
belongings concluded the con-
gested metropolitan boule-
vards. The most vital of all the
animals to the out-of-date
Muslims was the camel, hence
are termed “The Gift of God”
then “The Ship of the Desert”
(Moktefi and Ageorges 1997).
Camel in desert ecosphere

and elsewhere earn and finally,

they enable households to save
on expenses by transporting
families to the market, hospi-
tals, schools and relatives and
friends’ homes. This relentless
support, all year long, comes at
a price and the report high-
lights the health and welfare
implications of being a working
equid, and it then considers the
values of animal welfare both
from an economic and intrinsic
perspective.
Economically the report

argues that a healthy and well
cared for an animal will benefit
its owner by being able to work
more efficiently and remain
active for longer.
However, working donkeys,

horses and mules are also per-
ceptive beings. They have
boundaries and needs which
must be considered by policy-
makers to implement.
Surprisingly, in recent years,
the welfare of animals is
increasingly discussed in the
context of food production and
it also needs to be considered
for working animals alongside
other livestock. However, there
is a dire need to recognize the
value of these invisible work-
ers in terms of living at least
with the basic need

Invisible Workers
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The FEBS | EMBO Women in
Science Award recognizes a
female scientist for major
achievements in the life sci-
ences made in Europe in the
last five years.
EMBO and FEBS announce

Sarah Teichmann of the
Wellcome Sanger Institute and
the Department of Physics of
the University of Cambridge,
UK, as the recipient of the FEBS
| EMBO Women in Science
Award 2023.
“I was incredibly excited

when I heard the news—this
award is truly an honour! I have
been involved with EMBO and
FEBS in different capacities for
many years and have always
tried to advocate for increasing
inclusion in science,”

Teichmann says about receiving
the award.
“I would like to thank every-

one in my group past and pres-
ent, as well as my collaborators
and colleagues, for their sup-
port and encouragement over
the years.”
The FEBS | EMBO Women in

Science Award recognizes a
female scientist for major
achievements in the life sci-
ences made in Europe in the
last five years and for being an
inspiring role model for women
in science.
Teichmann receives it for her

outstanding contributions in
three scientific areas: protein
assemblies, regulation of gene
expression and, most recently,
single-cell phenotyping includ-

ing mapping of immune cells.
“In every aspect, Sarah

Teichmann is a phenomenon.
She has inspired a multitude of
scientists and had a tremendous
impact on science and society
through her spectacular, bold
and groundbreaking research,”
says M. Madan Babu of St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital,
Memphis, USA, who was
Teichmann’s first PhD student
and is an EMBO Member.
EMBO Director Fiona Watt

comments: “I am delighted that
Sarah Teichmann is receiving
this award. I have had the pleas-
ure of collaborating with her on
the Human Cell Atlas, so I have
first hand experience of her
remarkable talents.”
Teichmann co-founded and

co-leads the international
Human Cell Atlas (HCA), an ini-
tiative of over 2,600 scientists
from 86 countries that aims to
create cellular reference maps
with the position, function and
characteristics of every cell
type in the human body.
Since 2018, her group has pub-

lished several cell atlas studies
on different organs and systems
including the placenta/decidua,
immune system, skin, heart,
lung, thymus, intestinal tract
and liver, and has applied the
comprehensive maps to gain
new insights into health and dis-
ease. “Through the Human Cell
Atlas, Sarah Teichmann has
taken a leading role in driving
the field of single-cell genomics
forwards...Read More

FEBS, EMBO Women In
Science Award Recognizes

Female Scientist

AMR is expected to cause 10
million additional direct deaths
annually by 2050. This equals the
number of deaths caused global-
ly by cancer in 2020.
Curtailing pollution created by

pharmaceuticals, agricultural
and healthcare sectors is essen-
tial to reduce the emergence,
transmission, and spread of
superbugs — strains of bacteria
that have become resistant to
every known antibiotic — and
other instances of antimicrobial
resistance, known as AMR.
This is the key message of a

report released on Tuesday by
the UN Environment Program
(UNEP) on the environmental
dimensions of AMR, which
already is taking a serious toll on
the health of humans, animals,
and plants, as well as the econo-
my.
The report, ‘Bracing for

Superbugs: strengthening envi-
ronmental action in the One
Health response to antimicrobial
resistance’, was launched at the
Sixth Meeting of the Global
Leaders Group on AMR, held in
Barbados..Read More

Pollution Reduction
Critical To Reduce

Spread Of AMR: UNEP

Blinded human reviewers —
when given a mix real and
falsely generated abstracts —
could only spot ChatGPT gen-
erated abstracts 68% of the
time.
Could the new and wildly

popular chatbot ChatGPT pro-
duce convincing fake abstracts
that fool scientists into believ-
ing the studies are real? That
was the question that con-
cerned Northwestern Medicine
physician-scientist Dr.
Catherine Gao when she
designed a study to test that
theory in collaboration with
University of Chicago scien-
tists.
Blinded human reviewers —

when given a mix real and
falsely generated abstracts —
could only spot ChatGPT gen-
erated abstracts 68% of the
time. The reviewers also incor-
rectly identified 14% of real
abstracts as being AI generated.
“Our reviewers knew that

some of the abstracts they were
being given were fake, so they

were very suspicious,” said cor-
responding author Gao, an
instructor in pulmonary and
critical care medicine at
Northwestern University
Feinberg School of Medicine.
“This is not someone reading

an abstract in the wild. The fact
that our reviewers still missed
the AI-generated ones 32% of
the time means these abstracts
are really good. I suspect that if
someone just came across one
of these generated abstracts,
they wouldn’t necessarily be

able to identify it as being writ-
ten by AI.” The hard-to-detect
fake abstracts could undermine
science, Gao said. “This is con-
cerning because ChatGPT
could be used by ‘paper mills’
to fabricate convincing scientif-
ic abstracts,” Gao said. “And if
other people try to build their
science off these incorrect
studies, that can be really dan-
gerous.” Paper mills are illegal
organizations that produce fab-
ricated scientific work for
profit....Read More

Chatbot ChatGPT
Producing Fake Scientific

Abstracts: Study
“From mid-2023, we do not

have guaranteed access to space
for European launches, and this
is a problem,” Aschbacher said
during ESA’s annual media brief-
ing on January 23, 2023.
European Space Agency

(ESA) director general Josef
Aschbacher says space trans-
portation, or the lack of it, is one
of the biggest challenges now
facing the European space sec-
tor and is potentially a crisis.
With only two Ariane 5 launch-

es remaining and following the
failure of the Vega-C rocket in
December (the second since
2019) and the halting of the
Soyuz launches at Kourou,
French Guiana, the ESA is fast
running out of options for future
space launches.
“From mid-2023, we do not

have guaranteed access to space
for European launches, and this
is a huge problem,” Aschbacher
said during ESA’s annual media
briefing on January 23, 2023.
But the director general said

there were several measures the
space agency was taking to
address the problem of space
transportation. That included
advancing the maiden launch of
Ariane 6 as quickly..Read More

Europe Facing
Challenge Of Lacking
Space Transportation

System

According to World Food Program, 349 M
people in 79 countries are severely food inse-
cure. Following 3 years of deterioration, the
prevalence of undernourishment is also on
the rise.
The Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAO) has issued a global food insecurity
warning. The entity issued a joint statement
with the International Monetary Fund (IMF),
World Bank Group (WBG), World Food
Program (WFP), and World Trade

Organization (WTO).
Poverty and food insecurity are on the rise

globally, according to the entity.
Furthermore, supply chain disruptions, cli-
mate change, the COVID-19 pandemic, finan-
cial tightening due to rising interest rates,
and the Ukraine war have all caused
unprecedented shocks to the global food sys-
tem.
Global food inflation remains high, with

dozens of countries experiencing double-
digit inflation. “Fertilizer affordability, as
defined by the ratio of food prices to fertiliz-
er prices, is also the lowest since the 2007-
2008 food crisis, leading to lower food pro-
duction and disproportionately affecting
smallholder farmers, exacerbating already
high local food prices,” the statement said.
According to the World Food Program, 349

million people in 79 countries are severely
food insecure. Following three years of dete-
rioration, the prevalence of undernourish-
ment is also on the rise.

Unfortunately, this situation is expected to
worsen, with global food supplies falling to a
three-year low in 2022–23. The situation is
especially dire in the 24 countries identified
by the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) and WFP as hunger hotspots, 16 of
which are in Africa.
“In response to the inflation of food, fuel,

and fertilizer prices, countries have spent
over $710 billion for social protection meas-
ures covering 1 billion people, including
approximately $380 billion for subsidies.”
FAO and these organizations are pleading
with international governments to act quick-
ly.
“To prevent a worsening of the global food

and nutrition insecurity crisis, further urgent
actions are required to rescue hunger
hotspots, facilitate trade, improve the func-
tioning of markets, enhance the role of the
private sector, and reform and repurpose the
harmful subsidies with careful targeting and
efficiency.”

FAO Issues Global Food Insecurity Warning

Dr. Vandana Shiva She stated
in July 2021: “In England more
people have died, who were vac-
cinated than those of who are
not.”
More than 50 scientists on

January 31 2023 have signed a
letter and addressed it to Boston
College, Florida International
for hosting philosopher Dr.
Vandana Shiva regarding two
upcoming events.
Dear Colleagues
We are scholars and journal-

ists of life sciences and social
sciences from around the world
who have published hundreds of

scholarly papers and articles
about agriculture, food, biomed-
icine, and related biotechnolo-
gies; some of us are science
communicators and agrono-
mists.
We are contacting you in

response to the scheduled
appearance of Dr. Vandana
Shiva. We are concerned about
her history of promoting views
out of step with modern science
and for endorsing policies that
undermine global food security.
There is near to universal

belief by scientists and journal-
ists that Shiva...Read More

Scientists Sign Letter In
Response To Dr. Shiva
Anti Scientific Stance

AI Written Articles Affecting
Leading Scientists Worldwide

Leading international scientists who discovered articles written
by artificial intelligence AI that have been published in their names
have backed plans for legal action.
Leading international scientists who discovered articles written

by artificial intelligence AI that have been published in their names
have backed plans for legal action.
In recent months, academics at leading universities in Australia,

Europe and North America have been alerted to low-quality schol-
arly articles—often little more than a page long, probably written
by a AI- language-scraping algorithm—appearing under their
names in titles published by Prime Scholars, an open-access pub-
lisher registered to a west London address.
That office, where hundreds of British companies are incorporat-

ed, is also home to other digital periodical companies whose
authors are usually from India, the Middle East or developing
economies.
In some cases, eminent scientists have even been falsely listed as

editors of Prime Scholars’ 56 journals, which include the British
Journal of Research, the American Journal of Advanced Drug
Delivery and the European Journal of Experimental Biology.
The deceptive listings and fraudulent papers are apparently used

to add respectability to titles and lure authors from developing
countries to pay what is described as a “modest publication fee.”
Thousands of university staff have apparently published with the
outfit, believed to be operating in India.
Yale University psychiatrist Marina Picciotto, who is editor in

chief of the prestigious Journal of Neuroscience, told Times Higher
Education that her efforts to remove her name from the Prime
Scholars journal Current Neurobiology, where she is listed as edi-
tor in chief, had proved fruitless. “The idea that someone might
come across my information on a website...Read More

05
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2023

F A O

https://www.technologytimes.pk/2023/02/10/europe-facing-major-challenge-of-lacking-space-transportation/
https://www.technologytimes.pk/2023/02/10/fao-issues-global-food-insecurity-warning/
https://www.technologytimes.pk/2023/02/10/pollution-reduction-critical-to-reduce-spread-of-amr-un/
https://www.technologytimes.pk/2023/02/10/chatbot-chatgpt-producing-fake-scientific-abstracts-study/
https://www.technologytimes.pk/2023/02/10/ai-written-articles-affect-leading-scientists-worldwide/
https://www.technologytimes.pk/2023/02/10/scientists-sign-letter-in-response-to-dr-shiva-anti-scientific-stance/
https://www.technologytimes.pk/2023/02/10/febs-embo-women-in-science-award-recognize-sarah-teichmann/

