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Kashif Younis claimed that the
price of electricity produced by
wind and solar power plants is
less than half that of electricity
currently purchased in Pakistan
from thermal sources.
Coordinator to the Federal Tax

Ombudsman and Chairman of
the Kyrgyzstan Trade House,
Meher Kashif Younis, stated at a
one-day workshop on “The Role
of CPEC in Meeting Pakistan
Energy Needs” held under the
auspices of the Gold Ring
Economic Forum, a strategic
think tank, on Sunday that the
CPEC energy projects have
boosted Pakistan’s economy by
increasing the country’s access
to high-quality, less expensive
power.
Meher Kashif Younis claimed

that the price of electricity pro-
duced by wind and solar power
plants is less than half that of
electricity currently purchased
in Pakistan from thermal

sources.
Additionally, he claimed that

CPEC projects had revitalized
the once-deserted land in
Jhimpir and effectively turned

the area into a wind corridor.
He claimed that the Pakistani

national grid has received afford-
able and clean energy from four
wind farms with a combined
installed capacity of 300 MW that
were built here. He further stat-
ed that hydro power projects
(HPP) have a relatively long
operational life that can be used
as a benefit to lower their tariff
by widely spreading the cost
over the project’s lifetime.
In FY2020–21 and FY202–21,

respectively, these projects,
which include coal, wind, solar,
and hydropower, stand at 6570
MW and produced 28549.94 Gwh
and 25772.48 Gwh of power, or
22.03% and 18.37% of Pakistan’s
total generation, he
claimed....Read More

CPEC Energy Projects Boost
Pakistan’s Economy: Kashif Younis

By June 2022, the freelancers
trained with Digi Skills have
earned a whopping $290 mil-
lion, adding to the country’s for-
eign exchange reserves.
About 20 training centers

were established across the
country under the National
Freelance Training Program,
initiated and funded by the
Ministry of Information
Technology and
Telecommunication.
As many as 8,647 graduates

were trained through
International standard IT cours-
es and these students con-
tributed to the country’s econo-
my by earning $23 million
through freelancing after train-

ing, said an official of the
Ministry of IT.
He said, during the year 2022,

around 1,638 new IT companies
got registered with Pakistan
Software Export Board (PSEB),
while 761 call centers and 1,463
freelancers were also registered
with the PSEB.
He said the ministry was also

establishing specialized incuba-
tion centers in agriculture and
textile, aerospace technologies,
gaming, and animation to create
more businesses in these areas
and boost exports.
For the provision of early-

stage investment, he said Ignite
was starting an accelerator pro-
gram so that early-age startups

can sustain their businesses.
Ignite is collaborating with

international partners like Plug
& Play, orbit, DMZ, 500 global,
and hub 71 so that the local
startup ecosystem can be
exposed to international
investors.
He said that about 33 million

people have got themselves reg-
istered for freelancing courses
under the Digi Skills Programs
of Ignite, which is 75% more
than the target. By June 2022,
the freelancers trained with
Digi Skills have earned a whop-
ping $290 million, adding to the
country’s foreign exchange
reserves.
The Ministry of Information

Technology and
Telecommunication (MoITT)
wants to empower the nation’s
youth by offering freelancing
training. A comprehensive
National Freelance Program
offers modern training to aspir-
ing freelancers throughout all of
Pakistan’s provinces, has been
developed in order to make this
vision a reality. This ambitious
programme aims to achieve
gender equality, reduced
inequality, sustainable econom-
ic growth, and cutting-edge
training. The increased global
representation, partnerships,
and social uplift of the nation’s
underdeveloped regions will
result from this.

8647 Students Complete
Training Via National

Freelance Training Program

The delegation from ADB
made aware of WAPDA’s asset
base, revenue sources, and cre-
ative financing plan for its proj-
ects
The chairman of WAPDA,

Engineer Lt Gen Sajjad Ghani
(Retd), was visited by a delega-
tion from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
made up of five people. During
the meeting, the issues pertain-
ing to the development
roadmap and the financing of
WAPDA projects were dis-
cussed.
There were five executive

directors in the delegation:
Noor Ahmed for Pakistan,
Takahiro Yasui for Japan,
Veihua Liu for the People’s
Republic of China, Sangmin
Ryu for Korea, and Ronald Ray
San Juan for the director.
Engineer Jamil Akhtar, a

member of the Power WAPDA,
and Member Finance WAPDA
Naveed Asghar Chaudhry were
also present.
The delegation was informed

of WAPDA’s priority low-cost,
clean, and green energy gener-
ation plan, which aims to
reduce reliance on expensive
thermal electricity produced
with imported fuel and mitigate
its unfavourable environmental
effects. The delegation was
also made aware of WAPDA’s
asset base, revenue sources,
and creative financing plan for
its projects.
Along with talking about the

WAPDA projects that are cur-
rently being built, specifically
the Diamer Basha Dam and
Mohmand Dam Hydropower
Project, the delegation also
received a portfolio of the proj-
ects in Thakot and Pattan that
are prepared to begin construc-
tion.
A briefing on the excellent

financing opportunities in
WAPDA projects was also given
to the delegation...Read More

WAPDA Chairman
Discusses Financing
Of WAPDA Projects

With ADB

The 8th annual Eurasia
Summit will be held at the Lutfi
Kirdar International Convention
Center in Istanbul, Turkey, from
March 1–3, 2023.
The 8th annual Eurasia

Summit will be held at the Lutfi
Kirdar International Convention
Center in Istanbul, Turkey, from
March 1–3, 2023. In order to

share, brainstorm, innovate, and
shape the future, EURIE is
“Reuniting for International
Education.”
Twenty universities and organ-

isations from Pakistan would
send a 34-person delegation to
the Eurasian Higher Education
Summit (EURIE) in Istanbul
under the sponsorship of the

Association of Private Sector
Universities Pakistan (APSUP).
Six eminent universities will

set up booths in the first-ever
Pakistan Pavilion, where repre-
sentatives of other Pakistani uni-
versities will give presentations
on their various academic pro-
grammes and look into opportu-
nities for collaboration, faculty
and student exchange, and joint
academic projects. Prof. Dr. Ch.
Abdul Rehman, Chairman of
APSUP, Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Iqbal Choudhry, Coordinator
General of COMSTECH, and
Awais Raoof, President of
APSUP Punjab, will lead the del-
egation from Pakistan. At the
Pakistani Pavilion, booths would
be set up by the University of
Lahore, Superior
University...Read More

Delegation From Pakistan To
Attend Eurasia Summit In Istanbul

Through this plan, KE hopes
to fulfil its 30-by-30 goal, calls
for a 30% increase in renewable
energy use, a 30% increase in
consumer base, and a 30%
decrease in power outages.
K-Electric has submitted an

investment plan of approxi-
mately 484 billion for the next
seven years for its transmission
and Distribution Segments in
NEPRA, which is more than the
investment KE has made in the
last 17 years.
Sadia Dada, Chief Marketing

and Communications Officer at
K-Electric, spoke at a seminar
titled “Addressing the
Economic, Energy, and
Environment (3-Es) Crises:
Innovation and Technology
Driven Approach” organised by
SDPI in Islamabad.
Sadia Dada continued by stat-

ing that Karachi’s power
demand is increasing exponen-
tially and that, according to pro-
jections from the utility, the
city’s population will increase to
5 million by 2030, and its power
demand will be at least 5,000
MW.
She remarked that KE focuses

on system dependability, cus-
tomer base expansion, and tech-
nology adoption to drive greater
efficiency and automation in the
process, as well as adding a siz-
able share of renewable energy
to its power mix to support the
Government’s objectives to
decrease the consumption of
imported fuel and benefit the
environment.
Through this investment plan,

KE hopes to fulfil its 30-by-30
goal, which calls for a 30%
increase in renewable energy
use, a 30% increase in consumer
base, and a 30% decrease in
power outages.
In his keynote address, Dr.

Hassan Daud Butt, Senior
Advisor and Research Fellow at

SDPI, stressed the importance
of the relationship between
energy, environment, and econ-
omy for the socioeconomic
development of society, particu-
larly given how stressed out the
environment is.
He emphasised the impor-

tance of society, behavioral
adjustments, and thoughtful
consideration of novel techno-
logical and legislative solutions
as a means of resolving the cur-
rent crisis.
According to Muhammad

Basit Ghauri, Program Officer at
Renewables First, Pakistan has
struggled to phase in the role of
the private sector and needs
proper attention. He placed
emphasis on demand-side man-
agement through innovation to
effectively manage the energy
peak load and strengthened the
connections between academia
and industry to support innova-
tions driven by industry
demand...Read More

KE Submits Plan
Of 484 Billion In
NEPRA For 7

Years: CMCO KE
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Medicinal
Activity And
Importance
Of Mint
(Mentha)

Muhammad Nauman
Sultan, Masood Ahmad,
Safura Bibi, Maria Naqve

Mint or Mentha belongs
totheLamiaceae fami-
ly, which contains

around 15 to 20 plant species,
including peppermint and
spearmint
Peppermint is one of the

oldest and most highly
regarded herbs for appeasing
digestion and may also
restore digestive efficiency.
In addition, peppermint has
been known as disorders
improving including: anal-
gesic, ulcerate-bloat, irritable
bowel syndrome or gastroin-
testinal motility, and immune
system stimulant.
Peppermint essential oil has
biological activities, such as
antibacterial, antifungal and
antioxidant properties.
Peppermint essential oil
stimulated immune system in
broiler chicks.
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History And
Symptoms
Of The

Coronavirus
Illness

Swaira Shabir

SARS Is A Respiratory
Illness That Emerged
In Southern China In

2002 And Quickly Spread To
Other Countries.
Coronavirus is the global

pandemic that caused “shelter
in place” warnings across the
world. A coronavirus is a
group of infections that affect
both people and animals and
ranges from the common cold
to significant respiratory dis-
tress and kidney failure. This
article will discuss the history
and symptoms of the Novel
Coronavirus.
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Reasons To
Rethink Your
Customer
Service

Strategy For
Retail Growth

Kamil Riaz Kara

Make it so easy to do
business with you
that it’s not worth

your customer’s time to do
business with anyone else
Ron Kaufman
Summarized above is the

essence of customer service.
Customer service is a factor
so integral to developing your
b u s i n e s s ’
competitiveness that you
need to constantly revise and
revamp the
strategy to suit your cus-
tomer’s needs.
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PAKISTAN
E-Rozgaar Training Program

Starts To Receive Applications

After completing their training, more than 51,000 students, of
whom 56% are women, have made more than Rs. 3.5 billion online.
Applications are now being accepted for the second phase of the

e-Rozgaar Training Program, an initiative of the Punjab
Information Technology Board (PITB) and Department of Youth
Affairs and Sports.
Applications for e-Rozgaar training program in seven different

fields, including mobile app development, technical content mar-
keting, creative designing, and e-commerce, can be submitted by
unemployed young people with a place of residence in Punjab.
The age restriction for admission to the aforementioned pro-
gramme is 35 years old, and a Master’s degree is needed to qualify.
It is important to note that 45 e-Rozgaar Centers are currently

running across 41 districts in Punjab. After completing their train-
ing, more than 51,000 students, of whom 56% are women, have
made more than Rs. 3.5 billion online. Candidates can sign up for
online or classroom training through the website:
www.erozgaar.pitb.gov.pk
It has become the government’s top priority to guide the educat-

ed youth of the province in the right direction in light of the
province’s mounting unemployment and financial difficulties.
The Punjab government will help young people find sustainable

sources of income through this initiative. Giving young people
training opportunities for self-employment using internet-based
freelancing is one of the project’s main goals...Read More

NUMS Organizes Sessions
On Nutrition Education In

Twin Cities
NUMS nutrition experts instructed students for two days on the

subjects of “Importance of Breakfast” and “Healthy Eating: The
Concept of My Plate.”
The National University of Medical Sciences (NUMS) has taken

the initiative to provide nutrition education sessions to school-
children in the twin cities as part of its drive to raise awareness
and help improve their health, as 40.2 percent of children in
Pakistan suffer from stunted growth.
Dr. Abdul Momin Rizwan Ahmed, the head of NUMS‘

Department of Nutrition and Dietetics, emphasised this on
Sunday.
The department began education sessions at various schools in

Rawalpindi and Islamabad after realising the dire state of nutrition
indicators in Pakistan and the necessity of promoting nutrition
education at the grassroots level....Read More

The Infinite Library, A Virtual
Information Place Setup At

Alliance Francaise
German Consul General Dr. Rudiger Lotz and Goethe Institute

Pakistan Director Simone Lenz officially opened the library on
Thursday.
The Goethe Institut Pakistan has established a virtual informa-

tion centre at the Alliance Francaise. The “Infinite Library,” as it is
known, provides visitors with knowledge on various subjects
through a virtual reality (VR) experience.
German Consul General Dr. Rudiger Lotz and Goethe Institute

Pakistan Director Simone Lenz officially opened the library on
Thursday.
Mika Johnson, the creative director of The Infinite Library and a

multimedia artist by trade, said the virtual library was created by
a team of 20 people, including experts in various fields such as
Polynesian navigation, European alchemy, and South Indian pup-
petry.
He described the library as multi-sensory.
“It means that when you visit this library, you will have many

different experiences through various senses. Video and sound are
two of them.”

Visitors can put on headphones and converse with the library’s
artificial intelligence.
Visitors can “intimately connect with the library,” according to

Johnson, who added that they had taken stories from various peri-
ods of time and placed them in a virtual space where they could
be experienced.
There are also 3D print jars in the library. The library would use

a QR code to ask visitors to play a game or explore the house via
a mobile phone application. If the visitor chooses to play games,
the library will request that they look for cosmic origins and
explain how the cosmic origin began with dust.
The virtual information room would then explain how our plan-

et came to be 4.5 billion years ago. The game tells the story of how
asteroids formed 200 million years ago and brought water with
them through different periods of evolutionary history. It also dis-
cusses cyanobacteria, the first form of life to release oxygen into
the atmosphere.
“All of these stories from our biodiversity are in the library,” the

creative director explained....Read More

The government-run PM&DC
confirmed on February 10 in a
press release that medical grad-
uates are no longer required to
take the National Licensing
Examination (NLE). “
The federal government has

cancelled the national licencing
exam that medical graduates
had to take in order to legally
practise in Pakistan according
to social media users and media
reports.
The assertion is true. “On

February 12, the federal govern-
ment abolished the mandatory
licencing exam for medical
graduates,” a Twitter account
wrote. “Every student will now
receive a licence automatically
upon graduation.”
The government-run Pakistan

Medical and Dental Council
(PM&DC) confirmed on
February 10 in a press release
that medical graduates are no
longer required to take the
National Licensing Examination
(NLE). ”
As promised by Federal

Health Minister, the PM&DC
began issuing permanent regis-
tration certificates to doctors
who graduated from Pakistan
medical and dental colleges
without the requirement of the
National Licensing Examination
on February 8,” according to the
statement.
According to the PM&DC, this

has been a long-standing request
of the medical community.
However, according to the press
release, students who have com-

pleted their undergraduate
degrees at foreign universities
will still be required to take the
National Registration
Examination.
Hina Shaukat, the PM&DC’s

chief public relations officer,
told Geo Fact Check over the
phone that this was already the
practise [prior to 2020].
“Before they [the students]

were registered, they were care-
fully selected and checked.
They didn’t have to take the NLE
exams back then because they
came from colleges that were
already recognised,” she
explained.”
The PM&DC was then

replaced by the Pakistan
Medical Commission (PMC) in
September 2020 by an act of par-
liament passed by the then-
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
government. Under the new law,

the exam was made mandatory
for Pakistani medical students
to obtain a licence. “Students
were protesting against the NLE
test,” Shaukat explained,
“because they said we already
have to sit through a number of
comprehensive tests like the
Medical & Dental College
Admission Test (MDCAT)
before graduating.”
Dr. Faisal Sultan, who served

as the Prime Minister’s Special
Assistant for Health in 2020,
defended the decision to imple-
ment the NLE. “It is critical that
new graduates be able to
demonstrate a uniform level of
capability and skill in a country
with well over 100 medical col-
leges in half a dozen
provinces/territories,” he wrote
on WhatsApp.
“This can be accomplished by

a uniform national licencing

exam that is done in a reliable
and reproducible manner,” he
continued. “Not only does this
provide confidence that the indi-
vidual about to be licenced is a
safe doctor, but it is also a very
sensitive method to judge the
academic standards of the col-
leges.” The doctor went on to
say that the exam was given at
the end of five years to inspect
the educational standards of
medical schools. “There have
frequently been colleges with a
wide range of quality among
them,” Sultan continued, “and
the consumer deserves to be
reassured of a minimum level of
competence.” Sultan also said
that even advanced countries,
with good universities, like the
United Kingdom or the United
States of America, often require
a national or single exam for
licensing.

Government Cancels National
Licencing Exam For Medical Graduates

The focus should be on devel-
oping staple foods, grains, &
other cash crops because
Pakistan has potential to grow a
wide variety of crops due to its
diverse climate, said Mir Murad.
“Cultivation of horticultural

crops in urban and peri-urban
areas will change the way people
eat fruit and vegetables, and this
will not only lessen our reliance
on conventional agricultural pro-
duce, but the guaranteed high-
quality food through horticultural
crops will boost farmers’ earn-
ings,” said Mir Murad Ali Talpur,
Chairman of the Pakistan
Business Forum (PBF) in Sindh.
The focus should be on devel-

oping staple foods, grains, and
other cash crops because
Pakistan has the potential to grow
a wide variety of crops due to its
diverse climate, he continued.
In order to ensure supply fresh-

ness and quality for urban areas,
Mir Murad Ali Talpur claimed that
because horticultural products
were so perishable, improved

infrastructure, storage facilities,
an efficient transportation sys-
tem, and an efficient distribution
system were necessary.
This might result in an increase

in cost to final consumers.
However, the UPH could offer the
opportunity closer to areas of
consumption by introducing tech-
nologies that individual families
could manage, and supply chain
management for horticultural
products could be organised.

He claimed that because con-
ventional farming required too
many inputs and resulted in
numerous pre- and post-harvest
issues, the yields were of low
quality.
Integrated disease and pest

management, organic cultivation
using biological resources,
kitchen gardening, minimal or no
tillage, high-density planting, bio-
fertilization, fertigation, drip irri-
gation...Read More

Horticultural Crops’
Cultivation To Boost Farmers’
Earnings: Chairman PBF

President claimed that having
a solid understanding of cyber-
space was one of the best ways
to give the nation’s large youth
population modern skills.
The President stated on

Monday that, in addition to tra-
ditional security, developing the
nation’s “cyber strength” could
put it on the quickest path to sta-
bility and development.
The president stressed the

importance of knowledge in
contemporary fields, particular-
ly artificial intelligence, cyber-
space, and data-driven technolo-
gy, in his speech at the 10th con-
vocation ceremony of Air
University.
President claimed that

Pakistan had achieved expert
prowess in traditional and con-
ventional defence, such as
nuclear deterrence, but he
stressed that establishing cyber
strength is also essential for sur-
vival.
He emphasised that Pakistan

didn’t appear anywhere on the
list in the previous year’s global

cyber ranking.
He claimed that the situation

necessitated not only a signifi-
cant change
in the backward-looking mind-

set but also a complete overhaul
of career options.
He claimed that having a solid

understanding of cyberspace
was one of the best ways to give
the nation’s large youth popula-
tion modern skills.
He mentioned that there was a

vast amount of pattern recogni-
tion-based data out there that
needed to be quantified and ana-
lyzed, which required the use of
artificial intelligence.
As the world witnessed an

unprecedented transformation
in these fields, the president
called for decision-making on
how to impart the necessary
knowledge about quantum com-
puting and artificial intelligence
to the youth.

He emphasised the need for
the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) to conduct
in-depth research on the job
markets and claimed that doing
so would result in a skilled
human resource that would be
able to meet the demands of
both national and international
organisations, effectively
addressing the issue of unem-
ployment in the nation.
The President expressed con-

fidence in the graduates of the
first class in the Cyber Security
discipline, saying they would be
crucial to protecting Pakistan’s
cyberspace.
The president praised the

chairman of the Air University
Board of Governors for his
ongoing patronage and support
of the worthy cause of educa-
tion, which has been made pos-
sible with the help of the
Pakistan Air Force.
He presented diplomas to the

graduates and expressed his
gratitude for their efforts across
all academic fields...Read More

Cyber Strength Can Lead Pakistan To
Fastest Track Of Stability: President

WWF-Pakistan data shows
that 12 boats using new equip-
ment and practices caught only
six turtles in 2018-22, and
released them safely by trained
fishers.
The use of modified fishing

gear and increased awareness
have led to fewer deaths of tur-
tles, sharks, dolphins, and
whales in Pakistani waters,
while fishers’ incomes have
increased and nearly all bycatch
fishing techniques have been
abandoned.
Shakil lives in the coastal vil-

lage of Ibrahim Hyderi, in
Pakistan’s biggest city Karachi,
and is one of 700 people who
have received training from
WWF-Pakistan under its
Sustainable Fisheries
Entrepreneurship Project.
Shakil remembers saving a

threatened green turtle in early
January 2023. He and other fish-
ermen had set up a fishing net
and were eagerly awaiting the
catch when they felt something
moving. They carefully removed
the net and witnessed the turtle
flipping back into the
water....Read More

Modified Fishing
Gear Usage Nearly
Eliminates Bycatch
Fishing Techniques
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“We are the children of a
technological age. We have
found streamlined ways of
doing much of our routine
work. Printing is no longer the
only way of reproducing
books. Reading them, however,
has not changed.”

--Lawrence Clark Powellauthor
Author of more than 100 books

Consuming mint might promote brain health. One
study found mint extracts have potential to treat
Alzheimer’s symptoms, although more research is

needed. Another study found that smelling peppermint
could enhance memory and increase alertness, although

it’s unknown if ingesting it has similar effects
M. Nauman Sultan

‘Original biofuels’ allude to biofuels
arranged from sugar, starch, vegetable
oil, or creature fats through regular

innovation. These crops are also used as
human and animal feedTashfeen Jarral

Muhammad Nauman Sultan,
Masood Ahmad, Safura Bibi,

Maria Naqve

M
int or
M e n t h a
belongs to
t h e
Lamiaceae
f a m i l y ,

which contains around 15 to 20
plant species, including pepper-
mint and spearmint
Peppermint is one of the old-
est and most highly regarded
herbs for appeasing digestion
and may also restore digestive
efficiency. In addition, pepper-
mint has been known as disor-
ders improving including:
analgesic, ulcerate-bloat, irri-
table bowel syndrome or gas-
trointestinal motility, and
immune system stimulant.
Peppermint essential oil has
biological activities, such as
antibacterial, antifungal and
antioxidant properties.
Peppermint essential oil stim-
ulated immune system in broil-
er chicks. Furthermore, pep-
permint not only improved dis-
order’s digestive system, also
peppermint and antioxidant
effects. Moreover, peppermint
was efficient in blood parame-
ters improvement and immune
system stimulation in birds. To
achieve these goals with
regard to sustainable medical
uses, we reviewed a summary
of introduction, history, active
constituents physiological and
pharmacology uses of pepper-
mint with concerning on
essential oil in this Article.
Importance of Mint
Mint is one of the oldest culi-
nary herbs known to mankind.
Its remarkable medicinal prop-
erties have made it one of the
most commonly known and
used herbs ever.
Health Benefits
Mint has been used in tradi-
tional medicine to treat a vari-

ety of ailments for many years.
Unfortunately, there aren’t
many human studies docu-
menting the impact mint has
on the body apart from diges-
tion support and irritable
bowel syndrome relief. With
time, research could confirm
that mint is useful in treating a
wider variety of illnesses.
Brain Health
Consuming mint might pro-
mote brain health. One study
found mint extracts have
potential to treat Alzheimer’s
symptoms, although more
research is needed. Another
study found that smelling pep-
permint could enhance memo-
ry and increase alertness,
although it’s unknown if
ingesting it has similar effects.
Digestive Health
When it comes to medicinal
uses, mint is perhaps most
popularly known as a remedy
for digestive problems. Taking
peppermint oil reduces
abdominal pain and helps treat
irritable bowel syndrome with-
out producing side effects.
Animal and in vitro studies
suggest that mint leaves could
have wider medicinal applica-
tions than those currently
known. These types of studies
have found that mint is able to
kill bacteria, reduce stress,
and fight cancerous tumor
cells. Human trials will be
required to determine if mint
also has these effects on the
human body.
Beats Stress and Depression
Mint is an essential part of
aromatherapy. It’s strong and
refreshing smell could help
beat stress and rejuvenate
mind. Mint has adapted genic
properties that regulate corti-
sol levels and boost the body’s
natural resilience to stress.
Adaptogens help balance the
body in whatever way is need-
ed. By breathing in the aroma

of mint, your mind is instantly
calmed. According to studies,
it also helps release small
amount of serotonin in the
brain that may help beat
depression.
Medicinal Properties of Mint
Anti-Spasmodic Effect
Peppermint
Mint is well known as anti-
spasmodic. Although the
mechanism the association are
not understood; but it’s
believed peppermint relaxes
gastrointestinal smooth mus-
cle by reducing calcium influx
in both large intestine and
jejunum. There is a study
showing similar mechanism in
animals. Hawthorn reported
an action of peppermint essen-
tial oil or menthol on calcium
channel blocking activity in

atrial and papillary muscle or
brain synaptosomes (rat) or
atrial and papillary muscle
(guinea pig) and retinal neu-
rons (chick).
Anti-Bloat Effect of
Peppermint
The peppermint essential oil
pharmacological action (Anti-
bloat) in humans are well
cleared but although the
mechanism of this association
is not understood. The mecha-
nism may be results of gas

pressure reduce in stomach or
to equal stomach gas pressure
with esophagus. There is evi-
dence showing effectiveness
peppermint in decrease intes-
tine gas. They showed the pills
produced of peppermint
decreased intestine gas pres-
sure.
Gastrointestinal Motility
The spasmolytic action of
peppermint oil was demon-
strated on isolated rabbit and
rat intestine. Studies showed
peppermint essential oil bene-
fit on gastrointestinal motility,
although the mechanism of
this association is not under-
stood. A calcium antagonistic
effect of menthol was found.
Both gastric motility and
secretion are affected by sub-
stanc many lines of evidence

suggest that material plays an
important action in nocicep-
tion at the spinal level. Recent
studies have shown a non-
competitive prevent of the
contraction response induced
by 5-hydroxytryptamine and
substance on isolated smooth
muscle.
Therefore; a neuronal site of
action of peppermint oil could
also be possible. Moreover, a
direct epithelial site of action
was observed on small intes-

tinal enterocytes.
Skin and Mucus Membranes
Peppermint oil motivates
cold receptors on the skin and
good for dilates blood vessels,
furthermore caused a sensa-
tion of coldness and an anal-
gesic impact. Seem active
principles of essential oils
(menthol in peppermint) act
as a digestibility enhancer, bal-
ancing the gut microbial
ecosystem and stimulating the
secretion of endogenous
digestive enzymes and thus
improve growth. There is evi-
dence showing application
mint as indigestion disorders
and colonic spasms by reduc-
ing the gastrocholic reflux.
Antioxidant Properties
Antioxidants have been
greatly used as food additives
to supply protection against
oxidative degradation of foods
by free radicals. Antioxidants
serve to maintain these highly
reactive free radicals, thereby
maintaining the structural and
functional integrity of cells.
The phenolic compounds may
contribute directly to the
antioxidant action; therefore,
it is necessary to investigate
total phenolic content. The
amounts of total phenolic
compounds were higher in
ethanol extract while lowest
for essential oil.
Antioxidants are important
for the immune defense and
health of the humans and ani-
mals body. According report
indicated that in vitro condi-
tion, Ethanolic extract of
Menthe genera has noticeable
antioxidant ability against var-
ious oxidative systems; more-
over, this extract can be used
as an accessible source of nat-
ural antioxidants in possible
food supplement or in pharma-
ceutical industry.

Medicinal Activity And Importance Of Mint (Mentha)

T
he sustainable
biodiesel by
microbial fer-
mentation is
reported with
less cost and

more efficient process with
modern research efforts for
diverse innovative research cen-
ters and biotechnology indus-
tries start-ups.
For making biodiesel, glycerin
is extracted from the fat or veg-
etable oil using a chemical
process called transesterifica-
tion. Methyl esters and glycerin
are the two byproducts of the
procedure.
Since the disclosure of fire,
humans have used biomass ener-
gizes as strong biofuels for
warming and cooking. For a long
time, petroleum products are
being utilized as a primary well-
spring of energy; in any case, the
utilization of them is impractical
and beginnings ecological issues
identified with petroleum deriva-
tive burning.

This is on the grounds that bio-
fuel is gotten from biomass, and
it releases scatter gases that con-
tain less carbon monoxide (CO),
sulfur oxide (SOx), nitrogen
oxide (NOx), un-burnt hydrocar-
bon and particulate matters
(PM). Thus, this test might allow
petroleum derivatives to be sup-

planted by sustainable power
sources, for example, biofuels
that are harmless to the ecosys-
tem.
Biofuels are gaseous fuels or
renewable liquid prepared from
living organisms or the wastes
that they produce. The growing
worldwide inhabitants demand

additional energy provisions for
refining the excellence of life. As
a general rule, biofuels can be
named four ages like the origi-
nal, second, third, and fourth
generation.
‘Original biofuels’ allude to
biofuels arranged from sugar,
starch, vegetable oil, or creature

fats through regular innovation.
These crops are also used as
human and animal feed.
Second generation biofuels are
produced from lingo-celluloses
biomass that is not edible and oil
produced from non-food plants
like Azadirachta indica (Neem).
Third generation fuel is
derived from microalgae, which
give high biomass yield and do
not compete with agricultural
production system. Second and
third era biofuels likewise are
called progressed biofuels.
Fourth generation biofuels
combine genetically engineered
feedstock with genetically mod-
ified microorganisms, such as
cyanobacteria, to efficiently
generate bioenergy, and they
are made using non-arable land.
For the most recent fourth
generation biofuels, the bio-
chemistry and petroleum-based
processing has the advanced
technology is implemented to
yield the biofuel without car-
bon, i.e. bioethanol and

biodiesel.
Indeed, carbon dioxide, a by-
product of fossil fuel combus-
tion, is the principal greenhouse
gas contributing to global
warming. Production of sustain-
able biodiesel by microbial fer-
mentation is reported with less
cost and more efficient process
with modern research efforts
for diverse innovative research
centers and biotechnology
industries start-ups.
The future of genetically mod-
ified algae biofuel depends on
enhancing the efficacy of its cul-
tivation, improving the algae
strains used, and endorsing the
commercialization of biomass
generation.
Besides this, scientists
unlocking the secrets of sea-
slugs that have the ability to
retain ‘stolen’ chloroplast from
algal food sources and carry out
photosynthesis.
Understanding this unusual
organism gives a whole new
meaning to “going green”.

Making Biodiesel – An Eco-Friendly
Step To Go Green
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How you, as a restaurant business, can add value to the
time that the customer is giving you is the strategy that you

would have to design. An effective POS Ecommerce solution can
help minimise the time taken for the prerequisites of the

experience. As a result, you can offer customer service that
offers customer their value for the time they are giving. Cus-

tomer service, in this regard, is a tool which will help you create
a loyal customer baseKamil Riaz Kara

M
ake it so
e a s y t o
do busi-
ness w i t h
you t h a t
i t ’s n o t

wo r t h you r c u s t ome r ’s
t ime to do bus iness w i th
an yone e l s e Ron
Kau fman
Summarized above is the
essence of customer service.
Customer service is a factor so
integral to developing your
business’ competitiveness that
you need to constantly revise
and revamp the strategy to suit
your customer’s needs.
With the ever-changing busi-
ness world, especially the retail
segment, it is critical that your
customer service changes with
it. The revolution of the inter-
net is not complete. It is still
changing, and the way busi-
nesses use it to connect with
their customers, deliver serv-
ice, and handle complaints is
revolutionizing too. Who would
have thought two decades ago
that an online bookstore will
soon turn into the world’s
largest online retailer:
Amazon? Who could have
imagined that successful brick-
and-mortar stores like Walmart
would be trailing behind
Amazon’s strategy to succeed
in the changing retail land-
scape?
Amazon has made use of cus-
tomer service to grow leaving
little gaps for the competitors.
While this sounds too ambi-
tious to begin with, as a retail-

er, you should understand that
the core of Amazon’s strategies
is customer service. Here are
five reasons and ways for you
to rethink your customer serv-
ice strategy:
Connect with your Customer
Customer feedback is one of

the most important aspects
which will help you to analyse
your offerings and changing it
according to the customer’s
needs. One thing to consider is
that at times, these needs are
not quantitative.
Customer needs like new
experiences, ease of purchas-
ing, and complaint handling
might sound vague at first.
However, it is important to
realize how, by using technolo-
gy or human resources, you
can best meet these customer
needs. In this case, it is vital to
connect with the customer and
get insights on what works and
what doesn’t.

Save Time
Customers want to save time,
not on the experiences, but on
the prerequisites of the experi-
ence. For example, in a restau-
rant business, the customer
would want to save time on
ordering and paying, but not

rush on the experience of din-
ing.
How you, as a restaurant
business, can add value to the
time that the customer is giving
you is the strategy that you
would have to design. An effec-
tive POS Ecommerce solution
can help minimise the time
taken for the prerequisites of
the experience. As a result, you
can offer customer service that
offers customer their value for
the time they are giving.
Customer service, in this
regard, is a tool which will help
you create a loyal customer
base.
Differentiate from the

Competitors
Customer service will not
only help you in offering great
value to your customer but on
the basis of this, it will help you
differentiate from the competi-
tors. It is critical, that in this
era of strong retail competi-
tion, one plays on the factors
that differentiate.
However, as a business
owner, you should understand
that this differentiation factor
should not be easily replicated.
In management, the VRIO
model is used to assess the
resources and competencies of
a business. The VRIO stands
for valuable, rare, inimitable,
and organized. Factors that
tick boxes on all these criteria
would truly help you differenti-
ate from the competitor. At
times, brand name and history
is a strong differential factor
that other businesses cannot
replicate. However, if you are a
new business, you can make
use of technology and the
power of your customers to
develop a differentiation strat-
egy.
Data is Key
At times, to develop a factor
that helps you differentiate
from the competitor, your data
can be a strong resource. This
means collecting feedback
from the customer, analysing
customer purchase patterns
and behaviours can help you
understand the mind of the
customer.
The customer’s mind is a
mysterious box that needs to

be explored. The customer
themselves are not aware of
their intentions and why they
act on certain things at times.
However, for this, you would
want retail software that helps
you to analyse key trends on a
real-time basis.
For example, Walmart failed
in Germany because the store
workers were asked to smile to
the customers. Since this cus-
tomer service strategy was
very effective in the US, it was
expected that it would work
well in Germany too. However,
Germans were uncomfortable
with this gesture since smiling
is associated with flirtation.
This was one of the reasons it
failed in Germany.
Therefore, understanding
your customer through thor-
ough analysis and data is nec-
essary to attain success.
Important for Brand Building
As a business owner or an
entrepreneur, you know the
importance of a brand name.
Initially, customer service was
only considered to be impor-
tant in the hospitality industry
because they play on experi-
ences to build their brand
value.
However, now that the com-
petition is high, customer serv-
ice is an important component
for your brand, be it in any sec-
tor of the retail industry.
If you are selling products in
the beauty category, customer
service such as informing the
customer on the status of their
orders, customer feedback,

and handling customer com-
plaints should be such that it at
least satisfies the customer if
not exceed expectations. It will
help in generating a word-of-
mouth marketing effect too
which will add to your brand
value.
How to Scale-up in the Retail
Sector?
These five reasons you
should rethink about your cus-
tomer service strategy prove
the importance of customer
service to a business’ success.
It is critical that as a business
owner, you utilize technology
as well as human resources to
come up with clever and inno-
vative customer service solu-
tions for your customer’s
needs.
One of these is being present
on multiple platforms to offer
the customer what they want.
For example, your customer
might be comfortable with
using an e-commerce website
rather than visiting your web-
site. In this case, consolidating
your channels into one platform
would be a critical factor to
manage your customer service
effectively. There are
eCommerce integration tools
available that best suit your
business needs and offer the
best customer service.The
examples of retail giants such
as Walmart and Amazon show
how customer service can help
soar the business to new
heights and also, how the wrong
customer service strategy can
lead to failure...Read More

Reasons To Rethink Your Customer Service
Strategy For Retail Growth

The idea of storing various household
things in natural sources stems back to a time
when there were no contemporary alternatives.
Ancient civilizations utilised ash, sand, herbs,

and medicinal plants to increase the storage life
of various foods

Danyal Haider Khan

By Danyal Haider
Khan, Usama

Fareed, M. Zaryab
Khan, M. Ashir

F
ood loss pre-
vention during
p o s t h a r v e s t
storage is crit-
ical from a
f i n a n c i a l

s tandpoint . Postharvest
infestat ion control with
chemical (con-
tact/residual) insect ic ides
and fumigants is now com-
monly acknowledged as
part of integrated pest
management.
Because of the residual prob-
lem and health concerns to con-
sumers, synthetic chemical
insecticides are either prohibit-
ed or handled with caution.
Plant-based pesticides are get-
ting a lot of traction as a result
of the recent rise in the usage of
green insecticides..
Losses in stored grain due to
pest:
According to current esti-
mates, insect pests cause a loss
of up to 25% in rice and maize,
5% in wheat, and 15% in pulses
in India. More than 20,000
species of field and storage
pests are responsible for the
destruction of almost one-third
of the world’s food output,
which is worth more than $100
billion each year. India, as a
tropical country, suffers 20–30%

damage to stored food In the
temperate zone, only around
5–10% of grain products are lost
to insect pests. In the year 2010-
2011, India’s food grain output
was estimated to reach 250 mil-
lion tons, with stored grain
insect pests causing damage to
approximately 20–25 percent of
the grain. According to a World
Bank research, storage bugs
cause the loss of 12-16 million
tons of agricultural grains If not
stopped, one-third of the
world’s population would be
fed. As a result, there is a press-
ing need to find effective, cost-
effective, and ecologically sus-
tainable solutions for control-
ling and managing pests in
stored products.
Use of botanicals for stored
product pest management:
The idea of storing various
household things in natural
sources stems back to a time
when there were no contempo-
rary alternatives. Ancient civi-
lizations utilised ash, sand,
herbs, and medicinal plants to
increase the storage life of vari-
ous foods. Many of these tech-
niques retain their validity in
the contemporary day since
they are cost-effective and long-
lasting. The presence of essen-
tial oils, which are lipophilic
volatile secondary metabolites,
is responsible for the majority
of the action. Many spices and
herbs, as well as their extracts,
have insecticidal qualities,
which are commonly found in

the essential oil fraction.
Botanical insecticides now
account for less than 1% of the
global pesticide business.
Plant products as new
chemotherapeutants in plant
protection have recently gotten
a lot of interest in different
regions of the world. Plant
products have the potential to
be useful in pest control
because of their non-phytotoxi-
city, systemicity, simple
biodegradability, and stimulato-
ry nature of host metabolism.
The utilisation of plant com-
pounds, particularly those of
natural origin with minimal
mammalian toxicity, has grown
in popularity during the last few
decades. Pest control chemi-
cals have been employed with a
variety of tropical medicinal
plants and spices. Plant prod-
ucts such as ash, vegetable oils,
and powdered plant parts are
frequently claimed by peasant
farmers and researchers to be
effective in insect pest manage-
ment. The utilisation of plant
compounds, particularly those
of natural origin with minimal
mammalian toxicity, has grown
in popularity during the last few
decades. Pest control chemi-
cals have been employed with a
variety of tropical medicinal
plants and spices. Plant prod-
ucts such as ash, vegetable oils,
and powdered plant parts are
frequently claimed by peasant
farmers and researchers to be
effective in insect pest manage-

ment. Biologicals are
biodegradable and leave no
harmful residues or by-prod-
ucts because of their natural
origin..
Classification of Botanical
Insecticides
Based on their effect on
insects, we may divide plant
components into six categories:
repellents, feeding deter-
rents/antifeedants, toxicants,
growth retardants, chemosteri-
lants, and attractants.
Repellents: Repellents are
low-impact chemicals that stim-
ulate olfactory or other recep-
tors in insects to keep them
away from treated objects.
Some historically beneficial
Ghanaian plant materials, such
as Ocimum viride and
Chromolaena odorata, have
also been found to reduce the
survival of stored product
insect pests to less than 25%
after 10 days of treatment at
concentrations of 0.1 mg ml1
and higher.
Essential oils from the
Lamiaceae (mint family),
Poaceae (aromatic grasses fam-
ily), and Pinaceae (pine and
cedar family) families are wide-
ly utilised as insect repellents
across the world.
A n t i f e e d a n t s / F e e d i n g
Deterrents: Antifeedants are
compounds that make the treat-
ed materials unappealing or
unpleasant to insects, therefore
inhibiting or disrupting their
eating. Glycosides of steroidal

alkaloids, aromatic steroids,
hydroxylated steroid meliantri-
ol, triterpenehemiacetal, and
other antifeedants are among
the most common naturally
occurring antifeedants.
Secondary metabolites like as
alkaloids, phenolics, and ter-
penoids are used to make
antifeedants, with the latter
being the most effective. The
most prevalent anti feedants
include limonoids from neem
(Azadirachta indica) and chin-
aberry (Melia azedarach)
plants, such as azadirachtin and
toosendanin, as well as limonin
from citrus species..
Toxicity:
The chemical makeup of
essential oil, the source from
which it was collected, the sea-
son and ecological circum-
stances, the technique of
extraction, the period of extrac-
tion, and the plant component
utilised all influence the toxici-
ty of the oil.
The volatile toxicity of C.

sativum essential oil was dis-
covered in stored product
insects. Nicotine, an active
component of Nicotiana
tabacum, has been described as
a potent organic poison with
contact-stomach poisoning and
insecticidal characteristics, as
well as human toxicity. Many
Ocimum species, as well as
their oils, extracts, and bioac-
tive components, have been
shown to have insecticidal
properties against a variety of

insect species.
Fumigant toxicity:
Horseradish oil, mustard oil,
and Foeniculum fruit extract
have been shown to have insec-
ticidal action using a fumiga-
tion approach with 100 percent
mortality in sealed containers.
In open containers, there is a 2-
4 percent mortality rate.
Reproduction Inhibitors:
Plants and their different com-
ponents have been found to
affect insect oviposition, egg
hatchability, postembryonic
development, and progeny gen-
eration when combined with
grains. Botanicals induce theo-
variole in female flies to mis-
fire.
Oviposition inhibition occurs
when females die before
depositing their eggs after com-
ing into touch with botanical
materials, or when living
females fail to lay eggs.
Plant-based bio insecticides
are now gaining popularity as a
result of modern commercial-
ization strategies and govern-
ment efforts. Farmers and
extension workers must be
taught about the usage and
value of botanicals, and exten-
sive effort must be done to
develop their efficacy for large-
scale and long-term applica-
tion.
Subsidies and programmes
should be provided by the gov-
ernment, and efforts should be
made to encourage the adop-
tion of such items.

Use Of Botanicals For Stored Grain Pests
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AFRICA

Nigeria’s energy achieve-
ments have been largely attrib-
uted to participation of interna-
tional oil companies (IOC),
including TotalEnergies, Shell,
Eni, Chevron and ExxonMobil.
Local content laws and the

implementation of the African
Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) have sparked the
development of a fiercely com-
petitive domestic hydrocarbons
market within largest oil pro-
ducer in Africa.
Nigeria is the largest oil pro-

ducer in sub-Saharan Africa and
one of the oil and gas markets
on the continent. Nigeria’s ener-
gy achievements have been
largely attributed to the partici-
pation of international oil com-
panies (IOC), including
TotalEnergies, Shell, Eni,
Chevron and ExxonMobil.

However, with IOC divest-
ment from key hydrocarbon
assets, local companies have
stepped up, driven by local con-
tent-oriented regulation and the
implementation of the African
Continental Free Trade
Agreement (AfCFTA).
The Nigerian government

established the Nigerian Oil and
Gas Industry Content
Development (Local Content
Act) in 2010 to promote indige-
nous participation in the sector.
The Act prescribes minimum

thresholds for the use of local
products and services, the pro-
motion of skills and technology
transfer, value addition and job
creation, and the awarding of
oil and gas contracts and under-
takings to local companies.
In this regard, the regulation

has been crucial in enhancing

the role that local businesses
play while also fostering fierce
domestic competition in
Nigeria.
Nigeria, oil producer in

Africa, is committed to signifi-
cantly raising local content
throughout the sector, and is
currently debating a Bill for the
amendment of the Act that
would broaden the definition of
Nigerian companies, increase
capacity compliance, and revise
the minimum target levels for
imported goods.
The implementation of the

Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) in
2021, which is a significant driv-
er of Nigeria’s domestic market,
has further bolstered that mar-
ket.
The legislation primarily

focuses on revenue and natural
resource management, whereas

the PIA involves a complete
overhaul of the oil and gas
industry, commercializing the
NNPC, establishing two regula-
tory agencies, and ensuring
increased transparency and
accountability. The Local
Content Act is still essential in
the nation and will continue to
grow the domestic economy.
The AfCFTA’s implementation

in January 2021 only served to
increase local companies’ par-
ticipation because a supportive
environment had already been
established to encourage it,
opening up new possibilities for
intra-African trade and com-
merce. In order to create a sin-
gle market for goods, people,
and services, the AfCFTA specif-
ically entails the removal of red
tape, the simplification of cus-
toms procedures...Read More

AfCFTA Implementation
parks Domestic Hydrocarbons

Market’s Creation

The Wynk Lifestyle Super App
was specifically created to ease
the lives of all user classes by
addressing their pain points.
The advancement of a cash-

less economy is the goal of an
innovative lifestyle app called
“The Wynk Lifestyle Super App”
that was recently released by
Nigerian tech startup Wynk
Limited. The app was specifical-
ly created to ease the lives of all
user classes by addressing their
pain points.
The company claimed to be a

cost-effective solution to a wide

range of issues, including finan-
cial services and fintech, domes-
tic and international payments,
the delivery of healthcare servic-
es, education, agribusiness, and
e-commerce, among many oth-
ers. The Wynk Lifestyle Super
App is based on three strategic
verticals: rides (including e-hail-
ing, deliveries, and public trans-
portation), payments for all
transactions, and lifestyle.
This contrasts with the majori-

ty of existing apps, which are
constrained in their
scope....Read More

Nigerian Tech Startup
Launches The Wynk
Lifestyle Super App

These are the first cases of
avian flu, known as H5N1,
reported in Cambodia since a
widespread outbreak in 2014
according to the World Health
Organization (WHO).
The UN health agency said on

Sunday that Cambodian authori-
ties reported two cases of avian
flu, including the death of an 11-
year-old girl from the virus.
These are the first cases of

avian flu, known as H5N1,
reported in Cambodia since a
widespread outbreak in 2014
according to the World Health
Organization (WHO). In
humans, the infection, which
mostly affects animals, has a
50% mortality rate.
“The global H5N1 situation is

concerning given the virus’s
widespread spread in birds
around the world,” said Sylvie
Briand, Director for Epidemic
and Pandemic Preparedness
and Prevention at the United
Nations Health Organization.
“We are in close contact with

Cambodian authorities to learn

more about the outbreak.”
Because the virus is still being
detected in poultry populations,
more human cases are likely,
according to the WHO. Almost
all human H5N1 infections have
been linked to close contact
with infected live or dead birds
or contaminated environments.
“WHO takes the threat posed by
this virus seriously and has
urged increased vigilance in all
countries,” she said.
Between 2003 and February

25, 2023, 873 human cases of

H5N1 were reported in 21 coun-
tries, with 458 deaths. WHO,
however, advises against impos-
ing any travel or trade restric-
tions based on current informa-
tion.
To date, evidence suggests

that the virus does not easily
infect humans, and that person-
to-person transmission is
unusual.
In Cambodia, where the case

was reported, a joint animal-
human health investigation is
already underway...Read More

Cambodian Authorities
Reports Two Cases Of Avian

Flu: UN Health Agency

In sub-Saharan Africa, 44 mil-
lion people are displaced, up
from 38.3 million at the end of
2021, according to UNHCR plan-
ning estimates for 2023.
More Africans are being

forcibly displaced than ever
before across many regions of
Africa as a result of conflict, polit-
ical violence, climate change, and
food insecurity. According to a
recent report by the Institute of
Security Studies (ISS), the num-
ber of people who were forcibly
displaced—including those who
were internally displaced, asylum
seekers, and refugees—exceeded
100 million globally in May
2022....Read More

Climate Change
Disasters Forcibly
Displacing Africans:

ISS Report

Prior to 2022, South Africa’s
funding levels had been increas-
ing year over year; 2022 was the
first time this had not happened.
The 2022 African Tech

Startups Funding Report by
Disrupt Africa shows that South
Africa experienced a year-over-
year (YoY) decline in both the
number of startups receiving

funding and the overall amount
of funding received. In 2022,
funding for South African tech
startups fell.
A landmark year for tech start-

ups in Africa, despite South
Africa’s difficulties, was 2022.
Throughout 2022, over 600
African tech startups raised a
combined $3.3 billion, a YoY
increase of 55.1%.In light of the
year’s overall global investment
decline, particularly in riskier
asset classes like venture capi-
tal, the growth in investment is
impressive. However, South
Africa had a difficult year, with
only 78 startups receiving fund-
ing (12.3% of all funded ventures
in Africa)....Read More

Investment In South African Tech
Startups Fell In 2022: Report

A senior UN official claims that due to the worst
drought the region has ever experienced, millions
of people in East Africa are in danger of starving to
death.
The UN World Food Program’s regional director

for Eastern Africa, Michael Dunford, stated in an
exclusive interview with Arab News that the situa-
tion of drought in East Africa, including the Horn
of Africa, is the worst in terms of food security that
we have recently witnessed.
“Our current drought is the worst in over 60

years. Five rainy seasons failed us. The sixth rainy
season is now upon us, and it is anticipated that it
will also underperform. This indicates that the
drought itself has an impact on more than 22 mil-
lion people of East Africa.”
“Ethiopia, northern Kenya, and Somalia face a

crisis. I ammost concerned about Somalia because
more than half of the population needs humanitar-
ian assistance. In 2022, WFP’s operation has signif-

icantly expanded. Over 5 million people already
receive our messages. The issue is that things will
only get worse if it doesn’t start to rain,” continued
Dunford, who earlier this week attended the third
Riyadh International Humanitarian Forum.
A group of 16 international organisations said in

a statement released in November that millions of
people in Somalia, Kenya, and Ethiopia were in cri-
sis as a result of the extensive crop and income
losses brought on by the two-year long severe
drought.
With the Saudis, we have a long-standing partner-

ship. We want to find ways to create relationships
that will last over time and have bigger, more con-
sistent funding sources. In the region, more than 3
million people, who regularly go a day or more
without eating and have sold their possessions to
survive, are experiencing emergency levels of food
insecurity, the statement claims.
More than 1.3 million people in Somalia have

been forced to leave their farms and relocate to
displacement sites as a result of the drought.
The WFP raised more than $4.6 billion last year,

with the US being the largest single donor, accord-
ing to Dunford, who expressed a desire to increase
the number of donors.
Dunford stated that in order to be able to meet

these ongoing needs, “We need funding from all
donors, including Saudi Arabia.” “WFP needs more
than $455 million over the next six months to oper-
ate in Somalia. The US government has primarily
been in charge, so we are requesting assistance
from all donors.“Saudi Arabia has been a great sup-
port to us. WFP has received more than $1 billion
in the last five years....Read More

Drought In East Africa Risks
Lives Of 22m People: UN Official

Lafarge Africa Recognizes
For Sustainability Reporting

At NGX Awards

Lafarge Africa received the award for leadership in sustainability
reporting for exemplifying sustainability.
Lafarge Africa Plc, one of the top innovators in sustainable build-

ing solutions, has won four awards for its contributions to sustain-
ability and environmental performance as well as its dedication to
gender inclusion and workplace diversity. At the 2022 NGX Made
of Africa Awards, the company was given the Sustainability
Reporting Award.
The NGX Made of Africa Awards are intended to honour organi-

sations and people working in the capital market system who have
excelled in providing value and making a lasting impact while also
serving as major forces in the development of the Nigerian and
African capital markets.
Lafarge Africa received the award for leadership in sustainability

reporting for exemplifying sustainability. The building solutions
company received a reward for upholding high ethical standards,
adhering to “The Exchange’s” (NGX) rules and regulations, and
other pertinent laws and regulations.
Lafarge Africa also won the Environmental Sustainability

Conference, Expo and Awards (ECOSEA) 2022’s Eco-friendly
Cement Manufacturing Company of the Year Award.
Titilope Oguntuga, the company’s head of sustainability and cor-

porate branding, won the ECOSEA 2022 award for “Environmental
Sustainability Professional of the Year” (Extractive Industry).
This honour of sustainability reporting is given to individuals and

groups for their enormous efforts and contributions to the nation’s
environmental sustainability. The Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) of the United Nations...Read More
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