
When talking about science only thing which
comes to our mind is western scientists. I
cant really say it is forgotten by us or it is
erased from our minds by planning that
almost every discovery and invention
belongs to Muslim scientists in golden
Islamic era of science and technology

Syed M.Baqir
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34 representatives from 20
Pakistani universities will give
presentations on their various
academic programmes over the
course of the three-day confer-
ence. The first-ever Pakistani
Pavilion was opened at the
Eurasian Higher Education
Summit (EURI) in Istanbul under
the sponsorship of the
Association of Private Sector
Universities of Pakistan
(APSUP).
34 representatives from 20

Pakistani universities will give
presentations on their various
academic programmes over the
course of the three-day confer-
ence. They will also look into
opportunities for collaboration,
faculty and student exchange,
and joint academic initiatives.

The Pakistani Pavilion was
opened by Haldun Goktas,
Deputy President of the Higher
Education Council, Prof. Dr.

Mustafa Aydin, President of
Euras, Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator
General of COMSTECH, Prof.

Dr. Ch. Abdul Rehman,
Chairman of APSUP, and
Nauman Aslam, Consul General
of Pakistan in Istanbul. Speaking
on the occasion, they praised
APSUP for taking practical steps
to promote Pakistan’s positive
image at this important interna-
tional forum. All 34 members of
the Pakistani delegation
received thanks from Prof. Dr.
Ch. Abdul Rehman for their par-
ticipation and cooperation. At
the Pakistani Pavilion, booths
have been set up by the
University of Lahore, Superior
University, University of
Faisalabad, University of
Sialkot, University of
Management and Technology,
and Institute of Business
Management....Raed More

Under APSUP First Ever Pakistani
Pavilion Inaugurates At Eurasia Summit

In order to guarantee the pro-
vision of high-quality telecom
services throughout the nation,
stated minister on Tuesday that
work on more broadband proj-
ects was underway.
Speaking at the GSMA Mobile

World Congress (MWC)
Ministerial Conference in
Barcelona, Spain, the federal
minister for information tech-
nology and telecommunications
said connectivity projects worth
billions of rupees were being
implemented in remote areas,
and the government was com-
mitted to closing the digital
divide between rural and urban
areas.
In order to guarantee the pro-

vision of high-quality telecom
services throughout the nation,
stated minister on Tuesday that
work on more broadband proj-
ects was underway.
An announcement stated that

a delegation from Pakistan, con-
sisting of Member International
Coordination Ajmal Anwar
Awan, DG Wireless, MoITT
Jahanzeb Rahim, and CEO
Universal Service Fund (USF)
Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary,
attended the ministerial confer-
ence with the theme “The path
to building digital nations in the
Asia Pacific: policies and strate-
gies for a sustainable digital
future.”
The government’s top priority,

according to the minister, is the
provision of high-quality net-
work facilities and the protec-
tion of cellular users’ rights. He
added that actions were being
taken to advance the telecom
industry and address the prob-
lems facing mobile companies.
The minister stated that the

digitalization process was being
carried out in order to realise
the vision for a “Digital
Pakistan.” He also said that cru-
cial actions were being taken in
the telecom sector, including
the sharing of infrastructure,
spectrum, and a framework for
spectrum refarming.
He claimed that the govern-

ment’s ministry of IT and tele-

com had been working with
other agencies to raise digital lit-
eracy levels all over the nation.
He continued that numerous ini-
tiatives have been made to raise
digital literacy levels by empha-
sising the development of start-
up cultures and the promotion of
freelancing. On the fringes of the
GSMA Mobile World Congress
2023, a delegation from Pakistan
led by the Federal Minister for IT
and Telecommunication met
with the Secretary General of the
Digital Cooperation
Organization (DCO), Deemah Al-
Yahya. Speaking on the occasion,
the Federal Minister for
IT said that the
Government...Raed More

Govt Commits To End
Digital Divide Between
Rural And Urban Areas

An official of the IT ministry
reported that in 2022, 1,638 new
IT companies registered with
the Pakistan Software Export
Board (PSEB).
An official of the IT ministry

reported that in 2022, 1,638 new
IT companies registered with
the Pakistan Software Export
Board (PSEB). A total of 1,463
independent contractors and
761 call centres, he claimed, reg-
istered with the PSEB during
the same time period.
He claimed that in order to

foster more businesses in these
sectors and increase exports,
the ministry was also setting up
specialized incubation centres
in the fields of gaming, anima-
tion, aerospace technologies,
agriculture, and textiles.
He stated that Ignite was

launching an accelerator pro-
gramme for the provision of
early-stage investment to help
young startups maintain their
operations.
In order to expose the local

startup ecosystem to foreign
investors, Ignite is working with
international partners like Plug
& Play, Orbit, DMZ, 500 Global,
and Hub 71. According to him,
33 million people—or 75% more
than the target—have signed up
for freelance courses through
Ignite’s DG Skills Programs.
The largest training pro-

gramme in Pakistan,
DigiSkills.pk, offers the top free
online courses in freelance
skills along with e-certificates.
The Pakistan Software Export

Board (PSEB) is a top-level gov-
ernment agency tasked with
promoting Pakistan’s IT sector
in both domestic and foreign
markets.
Through a number of initia-

tives and programmes, PSEB
supports the IT sector. In accor-
dance with a Cabinet Division
notification dated June 12, 1995,
PSEB was created...Raed More

1,638 New
Pakistan’s IT

Companies Register
With PSEB In 2022

Following a sharp decline in
the exchange rate, Pakistan’s
average revenue per user
(ARPU) fell to $0.80, placing
telecom operators in a dire
financial situation.
The telecom companies have

requested a one-year moratori-
um on quality of service (QoS),
rollout obligations, and payment
of the Universal Service Fund
(USF) and Ignite Fund reduction
from 2 to 1 percent from the reg-
ulator, the Pakistan

Telecommunication Authority
(PTA).
In light of the current situa-

tion, there has been a significant
decline in service quality across
much of the nation. The results
for voice service quality are par-
ticularly poor due to a variety of
factors, such as load shedding
and financial constraints.
In order to maximise the base

price, the cellular mobile opera-
tors have also demanded voice
and data floor price uplift mech-
anisms. The telecom companies’
demands include (i) moratorium
on quality of service (QoS), (ii) a
suspension of rollout commit-
ments, (iii) a reduction in the
annual contributions made by
the telecom...Raed More

PTA Asked For Moratorium
On QoS, Payment Of USF

Four new modules—e-Tawan,
e-Drainage, e-Effluent Charges,
and non-irrigation use of canal
water—will soon be added to
the system, it was announced to
the meeting’s attendees.
The Punjab Irrigation

Department’s e-Abiana System,
created by the Punjab
Information Technology Board
(PITB), has collected more than
Rs. 1 billion in payments against
2.5 million farmer bills.
It was revealed during a meet-

ing at Arfa Software Technology
Park chaired by PITB Chairman
Faisal Yousaf (ASTP). Senior
officials from the PITB, includ-
ing Additional Director General
(ADG) Khurram Mushtaq, also
attended the meeting.
Four new modules—e-Tawan,

e-Drainage, e-Effluent Charges,
and non-irrigation use of canal
water—will soon be added to
the system, it was announced to
the meeting’s attendees.
Chairman Faisal Yousaf made

the following statement during
his remarks: “The e-Abiana
System has not only significant-
ly increased government rev-
enue but also brought trans-
parency and convenience for
the farmers in paying the abi-
ana.”
He continued, “The digital

mechanism, operating in 59 divi-
sions throughout Punjab, is dis-
placing the centuries-old con-
ventional process of manual
billing.
The digital system called e-

Abiana was created by PITB for
the Punjab Irrigation
Department to collect water
fees and fines. Through elec-
tronically generated bills for the
irrigators, this system has mod-
ernized the antiquated collec-
tion system while ensuring the
transparency and accountabili-
ty. Pakistan’s Punjab province is
home to the Punjab Irrigation

Department, a provincial irriga-
tion agency.
To assist farmers, the Punjab

Information Technology Board
(PITB) and Punjab Irrigation
Department worked together to
introduce the E-Abiana system,
a clever and effective solution.
The E-Abiana system primari-

ly consists of an electronic
mechanism for automating the
water revenue collection system
and fines. It is also possible to
describe it as an e-Pay Punjab
solution for the payment of
water tax. The Punjabi farmers
will greatly benefit from its sim-
ple-to-use system for settling
their unpaid debts.
Additionally, this automated

system was established with the
sole objective of facilitating tax
payments as well as ensuring
transparency and reducing
instances of tax fraud and cor-
ruption.

PITB Developed
E-Abiana System

Collected
Over Rs. 1B

0

Agricultur
al Sectoral
Reforms
And The
Livestock
Sector In
Pakistan

Prof (R) Dr Muhammad Younas

Agriculture is consid-
ered the backbone
of Pakistan’s econo-

my, which relies heavily on
its major crops.
Pakistan’s principal natural

resources are arable land
and water. Agriculture
accounts for about 19.2 per-
cent of Pakistan’s GDP
which is higher than contri-
bution of any other sector. It
employs about 38.5 percent
of the labor force. The sector
is the major source of food
of huge population of the
country. It is also the major
source of provision of raw
martial to industrial sector.

2019, agriculture con-
tributed around 22.04 per-
cent to the GDP, 18.34 per-
cent came from the industry
and over half of the econo-
my’s contribution to GDP
came from the services sec-
tor. While the contribution of
livestock to Agricultural
GDP is around 60 percent, 8
M population getting their
35-40 percent of their
income from animal sources.
Agri sector is indispensa-

ble to the country’s econom-
ic growth, food security,
employment opportunities
and poverty alleviation par-
ticularly in rural areas. More
than 65-70 percent of popula-
tion depends on agriculture
for its livelihood.
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Groundwater
Use And Abuse

Jamshed Arslan, PhD

Groundwater is the
water beneath earth’s
surface that consti-

tutes about 99% of all liquid
freshwater. Overexploitation
has thrown Pakistan among
others at the verge of severe
groundwater crisis, threatening
food security, health and econ-
omy. This crisis can be pre-
vented by implementing envi-
ronment-friendly policies with
proper involvement of
Pakistan’s citizenry.
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Dirty Ashtray
Award For WHO!

Daud Malik

The Framework
Convention Alliance,
an alliance of 300

organizations in 100, gave the
Dirty Ashtray and Orchid
awards to countries obstruct-
ing or promoting effective
measures during the negotia-
tions for World Health
Organization’s Framework
Convention on Tobacco
Control (FCTC) and subse-
quent meetings ‘Conference of
Parties’ (COP).
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PAKISTAN
Leadership Brainstorming
Session Held On Industry

Academia Gap

Through innovation and entrepreneurship, ASPIRE Pakistan
seeks to create a socially and economically prosperous Pakistan.
A ORIC/BIC leadership was invited to the brainstorming session

on the topic of the industry-academia gap and how overseas
Pakistanis can contribute to clos-
ing it through ASPIRE Pakistan.
Through innovation and entre-

preneurship, ASPIRE Pakistan
seeks to create a socially and eco-
nomically prosperous Pakistan.
The organisation is 501(c)(3) com-
pliant and registered in the USA.
The goal of ASPIRE is to lead the

innovation and entrepreneurial
ecosystem, connect stakeholders,
and foster socioeconomic pros-
perity in a fair and sustainable way
in order to accelerate the develop-
ment of Pakistan’s knowledge
economy.
In order to fulfil its mission,

ASPIRE Pakistan works in part-
nership with all relevant parties—
including academia, business and
industry, the government, over-
seas Pakistanis, local experts, and
organisations—to transform indi-
vidual potential into shared oppor-
tunities.
The event of brainstorming session was hosted by NED

University, Prof. Dr. Sarosh Hashmat Lodi, Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Tufail Jokhio, and Dr. Riaz Uddin, as Mr. Hassan Syed, founder and
chairperson of ASPIRE Pakistan, thanked them for it in his wel-
come message.He expressed his gratitude in particular to Prof. Dr.
Bhawani Shankar Chowdhry for serving as his mentor and motiva-
tor.
Dr. Azam Arastu, President of Apex Consultants, and Vice

President (Retired) of Boeing Space & Defense Systems, both of
Los Angeles, California, also attended the meeting (USA). Dr.
Azam Arastu and Mr. Hassan Syed are the minds behind Pakistan’s
national idea bank and Aspire. Everyone gave thoughtful, con-
structive contributions while engaging in good discussion.
The following ideas were identified and discussed as potential

beneficial activities that could help during our conversations:
Problem-solving competitions to encourage students’ innovative
thinking and involve business in providing real-world problems.
Faculty training programme for problem formulation and mar-

ket definition in order to produce better final year projects. Create
an engagement framework and best practises....Read More

Minister Directs To Develop Science
Labs In Balochistan’s Institutions

Since taking office, the Minister has launched a number of initia-
tives that are significant step in revival of science education in
Balochistan at the high school and college levels.
The federal minister of science and technology gave the go-

ahead for the development of science laboratories in the educa-
tional facilities of the province of Balochistan on Tuesday.
According to the press release posted here, the minister has

instructed the Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST) to
secure funding for the renovation of laboratories to meet contem-
porary scientific standards in various Government Degree
Colleges throughout the Balochistan province.
Upgrades will be made to the laboratories at the Government

Girls Degree Colleges in Mastung, Khuzdar, Sibi, Kech, Sariab
Road Quetta, Panjgur, Nushki, Musakhail, and Sohbatpur in the
first phase.In accordance with these directives, the Pakistan
Science Foundation has started working, and the MoST has for-
mally requested funding to upgrade the scientific labs in the afore-
mentioned colleges.
In the past, the Federal Minister gave grants totaling Rs 1 million

to Quetta’s Nawab Akbar Bugti Boys High School and Nawab
Ghous Bakhsh Raisani Girls High School as part of the Pakistan
Science Foundation’s STEM initiative. Additionally, these two
schools now have STEM labs.
In addition, financial assistance was provided to Govt Boys High

School Hazara Town, Govt Boys High School Sariab Road, Kechi
Beg, Govt Model High School Nushki, Govt High School Kuchlak,
and Yazdan Khan Govt High School Quetta for the purchase of
equipment for the upgrade of science laboratories in these institu-
tions.
Since taking office, the Minister has launched a number of initia-

tives that are a significant step in the revival of science education
in the province of Balochistan at the high school and college lev-
els.
Speaking about these initiatives, a federal minister noted that

while science education is the primary driver of socioeconomic
development in any country, Pakistan in general and Balochistan
in particular require attention that was previously lacking to
improve educational facilities.
Additionally, he pledged to keep working towards the province’s

development and the provision of high-quality education for the
local populace.

By the end of January, there
were 2.878 million Ufone 3G sub-
scribers, down from 2.917 mil-
lion at the end of December.
The Pakistan

Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) data showed that 192.78
million cellular subscribers in
Pakistan were unchanged by the
end of January. The monthly
Next Generation Mobile Service
(NGMS) penetration increased
from 54.43 percent by the end of
December to 54.91 percent by
the end of January.
By the end of January 2023,

Pakistan had 122.81 million
active 3G and 4G users, up 1.27
million from the 121.54 million
users at the end of December
2022.
56.31 percent of households

had access to broadband by the
end of January 2023, up from
55.81 percent in December 2022.
The cellular teledensity
decreased from 86.34 percent at
the end of December to 86.16
percent by the end of January.
The overall teledensity
decreased from 87.51 percent at
the end of December to 87.36
percent by the end of January.
Jazz’s overall 3G user count

decreased by 0.103 million from
4.919 million at the end of
December to 4.816 million at the
end of January. By the end of
January, there were 41.891 mil-
lion Jazz 4G users, up from
41.149 million at the end of
December.

Zong 4G users increased from
31.353 million at the end of
December to 31.728 million at
the end of January, while the
number of 3G subscribers fell
from 2.720 million at the end of
December to 2.685 million at the
end of January.
While the number of Telenor

4G users increased from 22.560
million at the end of December
to 22.694 million at the end of
January, the company’s 3G sub-
scribers fell from 3.045 million to
3.005 million by the end of the
month.
By the end of January, there

were 2.878 million Ufone 3G sub-
scribers, down from 2.917 mil-
lion at the end of December.
Ufone’s 4G user base increased

by 0.228 million users during the
reviewed period, from 11.432
million at the end of December

to 11.660 million at the end of
January. In January 2023, PTA
received 18658 complaints from
customers of various telecom
operators and cellular operators,
of which 18456 (98%) were set-
tled.
During the month of

December, complaints were
received against a number of
telecom providers, including cel-
lular mobile operators (CMOs),
Pakistan Telecommunications
Company Limited (PTCL), long-
distance international (LDI),
wireless local loop (WLL), and
internet service providers (ISPs).
A sizable portion of the total

telecom subscriber base is made
up of mobile cellular subscribers
in Pakistan. Most of the com-
plaints are therefore related to
this group.
By January, there had been

18199 complaints made against
CMOs, of which 19057 (99%) had
been resolved. 7324 complaints
were made against Jazz, and
7318 (99 percent) of those were
resolved, according to PTA data.
Additionally, 3512 complaints

were filed against Telenor, of
which 3499 (99 percent) were
resolved. Likewise, 5479 (99 per-
cent) of the 5510 complaints
made against Zong were
resolved. Ufone received 1832
complaints in total, 1742 of
which (or 95 percent) were set-
tled.
Moreover, the PTA received

132 complaints about basic
telephony, of which 107 were
resolved in January, for an 81
percent resolution rate.
Additionally, 284 (89%) of the 319
complaints made against ISPs
were resolved.

NGMS Penetration Increases To
54.91% By End Of January: PTA

Approximately 41 million tra-
ditional fans are installed in
homes and other buildings
nationwide, according to
sources.
The government will prohibit

the creation and distribution of
traditional fans and bulbs. The
announcement coincides with
the purported completion of the
government’s plan to increase
energy efficiency by replacing
older electric appliances as of
July 1, 2023.
After June of this year, no com-

pany in the nation will be permit-
ted to produce or market the
current traditional fans because
they have been instructed to
start producing highly energy-
efficient fans on July 1.
Approximately 41 million tra-

ditional fans are installed in
homes and other buildings
nationwide, according to
sources. In order to ensure the
installation of at least one new,
highly energy-efficient fan in the
premises of every consumer

under an installment payment
plan for its cost, the ministry of
energy will work with power
companies (DISCOs). According
to the approved plan, consumers
may pay more than Rs. 12,000
for a new fan. However, the
price will be increased in install-
ments on a monthly basis for
electricity. An official source
claims that fan manufacturing
companies have been instructed
to get ready to produce new fans

in accordance with standards
authorised by the Pakistan
Standard and Quality Control
Authority (PSQCA).
A different ministry division, the

National Energy Efficiency &
Conservation Authority (NEECA),
is also said to have finalized and
will announce the Minimum
Energy Performance Standard
(MEPS) for manufacturing only
those fans with a power factor of
less than 80 watts....Raed More

Govt To Ban On
Manufacturing Of Traditional
Fans & Bulbs From 1st July

The initiative was intro-
duced by the prime minister
on Tuesday, who expressed
the hope that it would raise
Pakistan’s literacy rate, par-
ticularly in rural areas.
To bring education to the

doorsteps of children whose
parents are unable to send
them to school, the Pakistani
government launched the
“School on Wheels” project.
The initiative was intro-

duced by the prime minister
on Tuesday, who expressed
the hope that it would raise
Pakistan’s literacy rate, par-
ticularly in rural areas.
When mobile schools were

first introduced, Prime
Minister stated that the pro-
ject’s goal was to provide chil-
dren in rural areas without
access to modern educational
facilities with equal educa-
tional opportunities.
At the launch ceremony, the

prime minister spoke with the
schoolchildren as well. He

advised the children to use
mobile libraries in the hopes
that it would encourage a
reading culture in them. Rana
Tanveer Hussain, the minister
of education, gave the prime
minister an overview of the
project’s features.
In addition to providing

meals to the students enrolled
in mobile classrooms, he
claimed that the project

would also include mobile
libraries, encouraging a cul-
ture of reading and nutrition.
Balloons were used to deco-

rate the brightly coloured
buses, and cartoons and
alphabets were painted on the
windows.
The mobile classrooms’

interiors are bright and tidy,
with pictures of the alphabet,
numbers, days of the week,

fruits, and animals scattered
throughout. Children were
seen on colourful chairs
inside the bus on the first day
as a teacher used the interac-
tive whiteboard to teach.
Eight buses will initially

make up the mobile school
project, which will offer pri-
mary-level instruction to kids
in Islamabad and the sur-
rounding areas. There are
computers, desks, white-
boards, and LCDs on every
bus.
The number of buses will be

increased, and the project will
be extended to include the
rest of the nation. The “school
on wheels”
project aims to deliver edu-

cation to underprivileged chil-
dren’s homes so they can have
a chance to learn.

Earlier, public and private
organisations in Pakistan had
introduced a number of com-
parable mobile school
initiatives.

School On Wheels Project Launches
To Increase Literacy Rate In Pakistan

Sesame exports from Pakistan
have exceeded Rs 75 billion in
the current fiscal year, and it is
possible that they will rise even
higher.
Oilseed and soybean projects

worth about Rs 100 billion have
been approved by the Punjab
Agricultural Research Board
(PARB) in an effort to cut down
on oil import bill and boost
farmer income, which will ulti-
mately boost the nation’s econo-
my.
Sesame exports from Pakistan

have exceeded Rs 75 billion in
the current fiscal year, and it is
possible that they will rise even
higher. Agricultural scientists
and farmers should be com-
mended for this outstanding
accomplishment.
Dr. Javed Ahmed, the chief

scientist of the wheat depart-
ment at the Ayub Agricultural
Research Institute, made these
remarks to the attendees of a
one-day training seminar that
was organised by the depart-
ment of oilseeds....Raed More

PARB Approves
Oilseed &

Soybean Projects
To Reduce Oil
Import Bill
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“Technology will never
replace great teachers but tech-
nology in the hands of great
teachers is transformational.”

--George Couras

“Science knows no country,
because knowledge belongs to
humanity, and is the torch
which illuminates the world.
Science is the highest personi-
fication of the nation because
that nation will remain the first
which carries the furthest the
works of thought and intelli-
gence”

--Louis Pasteur

Jute leaves are used in food in many countries
around the world. It is used as a common vegetable,

used to make soup or boil the leaves, added to daily rice
diets, dried leaves are occasionally used as an alterna-
tive to coffee and tea, leaves sometimes used as a flavor,
and typically cooked into a particular style of chicken

stew unique in Turkey
Muhammad Usama

Muhammad Usama Shabbir
and Rabia Safeer

P
akistan’s exports of
jute and other tex-
tile fibre had seen
the highest growth
in the United Arab
Emirates, Gambia,

and the United Kingdom between
2019 and 2020.
Fibers like jute are well-

known for their ability to be
twisted into robust, coarse
threads. Jute fibres themselves
are considered to be long, silky,
and lustrous in appearance. It is
thought that plants from the
genus Corchorus are the main
sources of this fibre. It is impor-
tant to remember that jute fibre
is typically used to make
burlap, hessian, and gunny fab-
ric.
Pakistan’s exports of jute

($282k) and other textile fibre
had seen the highest growth in
the United Arab Emirates
($61.9k), Gambia ($22.8k), and
the United Kingdom ($1.57k)
between 2019 and 2020.
In terms of imports of jute

and other textile fibres from
Pakistan between 2019 and
2020, Bangladesh ($21.4 mil-
lion), Montenegro ($23 thou-
sand), and Sri Lanka ($22.7
thousand) had the fastest
growth rates. Hence, Pakistan’s
average tariff on jute and other
textile fibres was 2.99%.
Jute, also known as

Corchorus capsularis and
Corchorus olitorius, is a sub-

tropical crop whose bark is
used to make fine commercial
fibre. Both Corchorus capsu-
laris and Colitorius are native
to Africa and Indo-Burma,
respectively.
Between 200 n lat and 300 s

lat, it is mostly grown in India,
Bangladesh, Brazil, and Taiwan.
In the northern hemisphere, it

is sown during the months of
February and June. Brazil
allows for the cultivation of two
crops every year, the first in
May to June and the second in
November to December. The
plants often grow between 4
and 5 metres tall. This crop
shows plant height and fibre
yield are positively connected.
The chemical composition of

jute fiber includes cellulose

(64.4%), hemicellulose (12%),
pectin (0.2%), lignin (11.8%),
water soluble (1.1%), wax
(0.5%), and water (10%). Its
comprises of 1.3-1.45 g/cm, 393-
773 MPa tensile strength, 13-
26.5 GPa Ypung Modulus, 1.16-
1.5% Elongation at Break, 286-
562 Mpa/g.cm-3 and 9-19
Gpa/g.cm-3 specific young

modul.
Nutrient elements of Jute veg-

etable Energy (kcal)73.00,
Carbohydrates (g)52.52,
Dietary/crude fiber (g)6.80,
Crude protein (g)3.77, Lipid
(g)0.60, Calcium (mg)298.00,
gIron (mg)11.00, Carotene
(mg)1.92, Vitamin B-1 (mg)
Thiamine15.00, Vitamin B-2
(mg) Riboflavin28.00 and
Vitamin-C (mg)64.00.

Jute leaves are used in food in
many countries around the
world. It is used as a common
vegetable, used to make soup
or boil the leaves, added to
daily rice diets, dried leaves are
occasionally used as an alterna-
tive to coffee and tea, leaves
sometimes used as a flavor, and
typically cooked into a particu-
lar style of chicken stew unique
in Turkey.
Jute leaves are also used in

pharmaceuticals to treat ulcers,
coughs, liver diseases, antinoci-
cept ive/ant i - inf lammatory,
galactolipid/anti-tumour, cap-
sugenin, headaches, and dysen-
tery. A cute dysentery, antisep-
tics, Leaf infusion used as a
febrifuge, for liver problems
and for atonic dyspepsia.
Because the vegetable contains
beta-carotene, its vitamin con-
tent is beneficial for eyesight.
In order to build resistance

against the threat of swine flu,
the Philippine Department of
Health urges the general public
to increase their intake of jute
leaf vegetables, including
malunggay and bananas. The
leaves have digestive, stimu-
lant, laxative, demulcent,
carminative, and demulcent
properties.
Hessian, sacking, twines,

ropes, and carpet backer cloth
(CBC) are a few industrial
goods that employ jute.
However, if proper care is
taken in the field of research
and development, it could be
used for a variety of other pur-

poses in particular industries in
addition to high-end textile
products like blankets, furnish-
ing fabrics, clothing, knitting
yarns, jute-geotextile bags, and
sanitary napkins.
There are numerous jute crop

varieties being produced,
released, and planted commer-
cially at the farmer level. All of
the leaf types have both culi-
nary and medicinal uses.
Several countries have
employed jute leaf as a treat-
ment for centuries.
The jute leaf contains approx-

imately 17 nutritionally active
substances, many of which are
vitamins, minerals, and amino
acids. Currently, it is believed
that this multipurpose, adapt-
able plant component can treat
a variety of human health
issues. Although there are
many natural medicines, jute
leaf has a wide range of health
advantages.
While jute leaf offers a wide

range of qualities and applica-
tions, Protein, calories, fibre,
and the anticancer compounds
phytol and monogalactosyl-dia-
cylglycerol are all present in
jute leaf.
It might reduce the cancer

risk. In order to benefit from
jute from all of these perspec-
tives, the popularity of jute in
the fibre sector has also been
introduced.
In the future, controlled

research will be necessary to
demonstrate the efficacy of jute
leaf in a variety of situations.

Jute Fibres In Pakistan
Are With

Multifunctional Benefits

FCA’s awards became a center of keen
interest as and when countries met to dis-

cuss tobacco control.
It became a regular feature of the Conference
of Parties. Since 2000, these awards have

been regularly distributedDaud Malik

T
he Framework
C o n v e n t i o n
Al l iance, an
alliance of 300
o rgan i za t i ons
in 100, gave

the Dirty Ashtray and
Orchid awards to coun-
tries obstructing or promot-
ing effective measures dur-
ing the negot iat ions for
World Heal th
Organization’s Framework
Convent ion on Tobacco
Control (FCTC) and subse-
quent meetings ‘Conference
of Parties’ (COP). The tra-
dition of giving these two
contrasting awards is now
nearly two-decade old.
FCA’s awards became a cen-

ter of keen interest as and when
countries met to discuss tobac-
co control. It became a regular
feature of the Conference of
Parties. Since 2000, these
awards have been regularly dis-
tributed.
A reason is also given why the

country, individual, or an organ-

ization has been given the
Orchid or the Dirty Ashtray
award. Any country that was
thought to being obstructive to
the cause of tobacco control,
the covenants of FCTC or even
a thought that was not aligned
to the thinking of the civil soci-
ety, was given a ‘Dirty Ashtray
Award’.
If one looks at the Ashtray

Awards over the last two
decades on the Framework
Convention Alliance website
(FCTC.org), it is evident that no
country has been spared,
including the United States,
Japan, and Germany. In May
2001, the United States got the
Ashtray Award for “making
interventions seeking to weak-
en provisions on tax and price
policies, ‘light’ and ‘low’ brand-
ing and packaging and label-
ing”. In 2008, China was cen-
sured for “attempting to make a
mockery of Article 11 guide-
lines including preferring beau-
tiful cigarette packages over
the health of its citizens”. In the

same year Japan was called out
for “a pattern of behaviour that
is clearly aimed at undermining
a strong protocol”.
One wonders if today the

tobacco control organizations
and members of FCA are criti-
cally observing the reports and
positions taken by World
Health organization (WHO)
towing the recommendations of
Bloomberg funded organiza-
tions and Bloomberg itself and
think that WHO for these
actions deserves the Dirty
Ashtray Award. Consider the
following two reasons:
The first reason is the WHO’s

report on tobacco pandemic
issued in July 2021. WHO said it
has for the first time included
data on electronic nicotine
delivery systems (ENDS). The
report maintains ENDS are
addictive and not without harm
and called for strictly regulat-
ing them “for maximum protec-
tion of public health”. The
report also claimed that chil-
dren and adolescents who use

ENDS can double their risk of
smoking cigarettes.
However, INNCO says the

WHO report was paid for by
Bloomberg Philanthropies and
partially written by people out-
side the WHO who belong to
organizations funded by Mr
Bloomberg who runs a crusade
against any form of Tobacco
Harm Reduction.
Similarly, Lindsay Stroud

writing for Inside Sources
maintains, “The WHO has offi-
cially launched a war on tobac-
co harm reduction, but this
report is not really a report, and
rather, reads like a Bloomberg-
penned memo endorsing his
nanny state policy ‘solutions’
and applying them to the
world.”
The second reason for land-

ing the award is missing the his-
toric opportunity for ending
combustible smoking. As Dr
Derek Yach has maintained that
the exceptional growth of next
generation devices offers the
WHO a real opportunity to tack-

le combustible consumption
once and for all. He reminded
WHO that over 100 million ex-
smokers use reduced risk prod-
ucts and it should be taking
advantage of massive invest-
ment in the sector by encourag-
ing governments to provide an
incentivised regulatory frame-
work to enable greater expan-
sion. However, WHO has
ignored the opportunity.
The review of the reports pro-

vided by the ‘Expert
Committees’ on novel and
emerging tobacco products has
been put off to COP 10, which
will be held in 2023.
According to the provisional

agenda for the COP9, its bureau
decided that the reports pre-
pared by WHO (Comprehensive
report on research and evi-
dence on novel and emerging
tobacco products, contained in
document FCTC/COP/9/9) and
by the Convention Secretariat
(Challenges posed by and clas-
sification of novel and emerg-
ing tobacco products, con-

tained in document
FCTC/COP/9/10), should be
presented for information and
that related substantive discus-
sions should be deferred to
COP10. Member states were
given dirty ashtray awards for
far less and this lack of trans-
parency by WHO and FCTC
Secretariat should surely lead
to a similar Dirty Ashtray
Award. However, one can argue
that the tradition is that only
one reason is given for bestow-
ing the Dirty Ashtray Award.
In that case one would like to

recall the joint Dirty Ashtray
Award for the UN and WHO on
21 February 2003. They got the
award for “forcing us to breathe
smoky air while debating a
tobacco control treaty.” Today
this award can be repeated with
a slightly altered reason. WHO
can be given the Dirty Ashtray
for “forcing everyone, including
smokers, to breathe smoky air
while ignoring/forgetting novel
and emerging less harmful
products”.

Dirty Ashtray Award For WHO!
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OPINION
The largest use of groundwater is agriculture. China,

India, USA and Pakistan hold the largest areas under irri-
gation. China uses 54% of its groundwater abstraction for
irrigation. India is the largest groundwater user that uses
89% of groundwater abstraction for irrigation. India’s

groundwater withdrawal has distinctively increased since
1950 as compared to rest of the world

Jamshed Arslan

Studies have shown that isoflavones can
improve lipid profiles, reduce inflammation,

and lower blood pressure, all of which are risk
factors for heart disease. Isoflavones may also

improve endothelial function and are an
important marker of cardiovascular health

Amna Ramzan

G
roundwater is
the water
beneath earth’s
surface that con-
stitutes about
99% of all liquid

freshwater. Overexploitation has
thrown Pakistan among others at
the verge of severe groundwater
crisis, threatening food security,
health and economy. This crisis can
be prevented by implementing
environment-friendly policies
with proper involvement of
Pakistan’s citizenry.
What is groundwater?
Groundwater is the water

beneath earth’s surface. It con-
stitutes 1.69% of earth’s total
water[1] and about 99% of all liq-
uid freshwater.[2] Groundwater
mainly comes from precipitation
(rain, snow, ice) that soaks into
the soil. The permeability and
porosity of soil determines its
ability to hold water.[1] Since the
top soil acts as a filter, ground-
water is free of disease-causing
pathogens, and chances of its
contamination by animal and
human waste are generally low.
Groundwater typically has weak
turbidity, almost no oxygen, and
constant temperature and chem-
ical composition, although circu-
lating groundwater shows varia-
tion in composition with a possi-
bility of pollutants.[3]
Services offered by groundwa-

ter
Groundwater is a renewable

fresh water resource that your
wells draw from underground.
In fact, about half of the world
population needs groundwater
for their drinking and other
basic daily needs. Groundwater
provides moisture needed for
vegetation. Other uses of
groundwater are in livestock,
food processing, and manufac-
turing and other industries.[1][3]
According to the United

Nations World Water
Development Report 2022,
groundwater offers the follow-

ing major services:[2]
Provisioning services, such as

human water use.
Regulatory in situ services,

such as regulating quality and
quantity of groundwater-bearing
sediments called aquifers.
Supporting services, like sup-

porting groundwater-related
ecosystems and environmental
features.
Cultural services, such as

leisure activities, religion, tradi-
tion and values associated with
certain sites.
Global exploitation of ground-

water
The largest use of groundwater

is agriculture. China, India, USA
and Pakistan hold the largest
areas under irrigation. China
uses 54% of its groundwater
abstraction for irrigation. India
is the largest groundwater user
that uses 89% of groundwater
abstraction for irrigation. India’s
groundwater withdrawal has dis-
tinctively increased since 1950
as compared to rest of the world
(Figure 1).

The USA, Pakistan and Iran
also heavily rely on groundwater
for irrigation. These five coun-
tries (China, India, USA,
Pakistan and Iran) account for
approximately 70% of the unsus-
tainable water footprint
(Figure 2).

The area equipped for irriga-
tion in South Asia has tripled
since 1950. India’s annual
groundwater extraction is 230
billion m3 (bm3), followed by
Pakistan (60 bm3) and
Bangladesh (30 bm3). These
three countries irrigate over 40%
of the groundwater-fed cropland
of the world, since they use 85%
of their groundwater for agricul-

tural purposes, compared to just
40% in the rest of the globe.[4]
Groundwater can be near

earth’s surface or it can be as
deep as 30,000 feet.[5] Whenever
discharge exceeds recharge,
especially with extensive
abstraction, groundwater stores
start depleting. With groundwa-
ter shortage, less water flows
into the seas, lakes and rivers
after evaporation of surface
water. This means that ground-
water shortage affects fish,
wildlife and almost everything in
a particular region.[1]
Figure 1. Groundwater with-

drawal between 1950–2020
(Credit: UNESCO)[2]
Figure 2. Estimated groundwa-

ter withdrawal and the percent-
age for irrigation (Credit:

UNESCO)[2]
Case study: Pakistan
Pakistan occupies 4.6% of

global groundwater-irrigated
area and consumes about 9% of
global groundwater, making
Pakistan the third-largest user of
groundwater.[4]
Evidence and consequence of

shrinking groundwater
The groundwater level in over

50% of the irrigated area in
Punjab, Pakistan’s largest
province by population, has
dropped below 6 meters, result-
ing in deteriorated water quality,
increased soil salinization, dry-
ing up of wells, higher pumping
costs and reduction of water in
lakes and streams.[4]
Reasons #1: Ever-increasing

demand for ever-increasing pop-
ulation
Pakistan’s economy relies

heavily on agriculture as it
employs 44% of total labor force
and contributes about 20% to the
gross national product.
Country’s ever-escalating popu-
lation requires expansion of irri-
gated area and the consequent
diminishing of surface water
supply. Over 80% of Pakistan’s

population depends on agricul-
ture to earn their living and two-
thirds of rural population
depends on groundwater for
livelihood and food security.
Most of Pakistan is arid or semi-
arid. Evapotranspiration – total
water loss to the atmosphere
from a land surface – is high but
rainfall and surface water sup-
plies are unreliable. Surface

water can irrigate 27% of the
area, but remaining 73% depends
on groundwater. So, irrigation
becomes crucial; in fact, irrigat-
ed agriculture produces about
90% of grains in Pakistan.[4]
Reason #2:
Short-sighted policies and less

respect for law
Governments over the years

have exacerbated the problem
by sub
sidizing energy and pumps for

using groundwater for agricul-
ture. Pakistan’s extensive
groundwater use started in
1960s when government subsi-
dized tubewells for irrigation.
The private tubewells jumped
from 30,000 in 1960 to more than
1.2 million in 2018. In Punjab,
over three million farmers are

benefiting from tubewells.
Punjab uses over 90% of the
groundwater abstraction. There
are 1.2 million private tubewells
that extract groundwater, out of
which 85% are in Punjab, 6.4% in
Sindh, 3.8% in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and 4.8% are in
Baluchistan.[4]
reasons for poor management

and overexploitation of ground-
water include a culture of less
respect for the law, almost com-
plete lack of political will and a
dearth of needed information
and institutional arrange-
ments.[4]
How to reverse overexploita-

tion?
At government level, it is cru-

cial to integrate various govern-
ment departments, knowledge
institutions and other stakehold-
ers for proper water resource
management. Waste must be
properly disposed of, and dump-
ing of chemicals into the ground
must be banned. Finding alterna-
tive sources of water, instead of
withdrawing too much from the
ground, is important to ensure
that the aquifers have enough
time to be replenished. In other
words, groundwater withdrawal
must never exceed renew-
al.[1][3][6]
The International

Groundwater Resource
Assessment Centre has launched
a mobile groundwater monitor-
ing app[7]
with which governments can

involve citizenry to monitor the
groundwater resource. People
must be educated to prefer using
native plants and grass varieties
that are adapted to the region’s
landscape and climate; the rea-
son being that such varieties
usually require less watering or
fertilizers.
In addition, we must reduce,

reuse and recycle the stuff in our
lives in order to preserve our
most valuable hidden resource
known as groundwater.

Groundwater Use And Abuse

T
he most well-
known phyto-
chemicals in soy-
beans are the
isoflavones, often
referred to as

“phytoestrogens” because they
have a structure similar to the
hormone estrogen.
Cardiovascular disease is a

major cause of death worldwide,
and prevention and management
of this disease are significant
public health concerns. Recent
research has shown that soybean
oil may play a beneficial role in
reducing the risk of heart disease
by reducing inflammation, oxida-
tive stress, and cholesterol levels.
This has led to an interest in the
role of soybean phytochemicals
in cardiovascular disease preven-
tion.
Soybean oil is a significant

source of dietary fat and is com-
monly used in cooking and food
processing. It is rich in unsaturat-
ed fatty acids, particularly linole-
ic acid, which has been shown to

favor lipid metabolism and heart
health.
Soybean oil also contains a

range of phytochemicals, includ-
ing tocopherols, phytosterols,
and isoflavones, which have been
shown to have antioxidant and
anti-inflammatory properties.
The most well-known phyto-

chemicals in soybeans are the
isoflavones, often referred to as
“phytoestrogens” because they
have a structure similar to the
hormone estrogen.
Studies have shown that

isoflavones can improve lipid
profiles, reduce inflammation,
and lower blood pressure, all of
which are risk factors for heart
disease. Isoflavones may also
improve endothelial function and
are an important marker of car-
diovascular health.
Phytosterols are another essen-

tial phytochemical found in soy-
bean oil. These compounds are
similar in structure to cholesterol
and can compete with it for
absorption in the digestive tract.

This can lead to lower circulating
cholesterol levels, a significant
risk factor for heart disease.
Tocopherols, a type of vitamin

E, are also found in soybean oil.
These compounds have antioxi-
dant properties, which means
they can help reduce oxidative
stress and inflammation.
Overall, the research on soy-

bean oil and cardiovascular dis-
ease prevention is promising and
suggests that soybean phyto-
chemicals play an essential role
in reducing the risk of heart dis-
ease.
However, it is important to

note that soybean oil in the diet
should be balanced with other
sources of fat and be part of an
overall healthy dietary pattern.
More research is needed to

fully understand the mechanisms
by which soybean phytochemi-
cals may benefit heart health and
to determine the optimal
amounts of soybean oil and other
soy products for heart disease
prevention.

Soybean Oil Plays Beneficial Part
In Reducing Risk Of Heart Disease

The most well-known phytochemicals in
soybeans are the isoflavones, often referred to as
“phytoestrogens” because they have a structure

similar to the hormone estrogen
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MGRC, Kensana Health
Canada, and MAHSA University
have strategically partnered to
conduct R&D on potential
biotechnology and phytophar-
maceutical products.
The Malaysian Genomics

Resource Centre Bhd (MGRC),
Kensana Health Canada, and
MAHSA University have strate-
gically partnered to conduct
research and development
(R&D) on potential biotechnol-
ogy and phytopharmaceutical
products.
The partnership will involve

joint R&D on species improve-
ment, identification, formula-
tion, and pre-clinical testing of

novel phytocompounds with
potential therapeutic and com-
mercial value, according to a
statement released by MGRC, a
company that specializes in
genomics and biopharmaceuti-
cals, on Friday (Feb. 24).
The strategic partnership to

conduct R&D on potential
biotechnology and phytophar-
maceutical products, according
to executive director Datuk
Alvin Joseph Nesakumar, aims
to increase R&D activities using
plant-based formulations to
produce outcomes that can be
commercialized in nations
where the use of cannabinoid
medications is legal. ”

This year, there are also initia-
tives to register products con-
taining cannabidiol in Malaysia.
The group’s focus on the bio-
pharmaceuticals business for
growth and sustainability will
be supported by its track record
of partnerships and collabora-
tions, the executive said.
“We have the market knowl-

edge and expertise in the distri-
bution of healthcare related
products,” he said. He added
that the MGRC has the lab tools
required to support the R&D ini-
tiatives.
Healthcare supplies and serv-

ices are provided by the
Malaysian Genomics Resource

Centre Berhad. It offers servic-
es for genetic screening,
genome sequencing, and analy-
sis. It provides full-service
genomics solutions, including
genome sequencing, genome
analysis, and genetic testing.
Using whole genome sequenc-

ing (WGS), any eukaryotic or
prokaryotic organism can have
its entire genome sequenced.
Genomes from plants, animals,
bacteria, and people are includ-
ed in this. As part of its WGS
service, it provides both de
novo sequencing and rese-
quencing. Services like bioinfor-
matics, trait analysis, and trio
sequencing...Raed More

MGRC Collaborates
For R&D Of

Biotechnology Products

NRECC is still studying the
draft of the Bill (RUU) on ener-
gy efficiency and conservation,
according to its minister Nik
Nazmi Nik Ahmad.
“When there is energy-effi-

cient electrical equipment, the
government does not need to
build expensive power plants,”
Minister Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad
told reporters after launching
the Malaysia Energy Literacy
Program (MELP).
Prior to this, it was reported

that the government was enact-
ing legislation to allow the
Energy Commission to provide
more comprehensive coordina-

tion and effective regulation.
The Ministry of Natural

Resources, Environment, and
Climate Change (NRECC) is
still studying the draft of the
Bill (RUU) on energy efficiency
and conservation, according to
its minister Nik Nazmi Nik
Ahmad. He stated that many
countries have adopted laws
governing energy efficiency and
conservation, such as the
United Kingdom (UK), where
all electrical appliances are
energy efficient, resulting in a
consistent decrease in energy
demand over a 20-year
period....Raed More

Energy Efficiency &
Conservation’s Bill Draft
At Study Stage: Nik Nazmi

Dream Forest is well-posi-
tioned to draw tourists of all
ages, including families, vaca-
tioners, business travelers, event
organisers, students, and culture
vultures.
Dream Forest, the first immer-

sive night attraction in Malaysia,
has been created from a 1.2KM
trail in a more than 100 million-
year-old prehistoric forest on
Langkawi. Dream Forest is slat-
ed to open on May 1, 2023.
Puan Sri Tiara Jacquelina,

group president of Enfiniti and
chief dream maker, developed
the concept and brought it to life
with the help of an all-Malaysian
team made up of the brightest
minds in the fields of construc-
tion, technology, and design.
As soon as the sun goes down,

the forest comes to life, trans-
forming fables about the Giants
of Langkawi, Merong
Mahawangsa, and Dayang
Bunting into engaging experi-
ences for tourists from all walks
of life.
In her remarks at a recent

press conference, Tiara stated, “I

believe we have a wealth of sto-
ries in our own backyard that we
can share with the world
through various mediums. She
mentioned that this project was
a part of the team’s strategy to
revitalise and reinvigorate
Langkawi’s lovely former
Kampung Buku (Book Village).
Visitors to the theme park will

experience an immersive, multi-
sensory journey through
Langkawi’s enchanted rainforest
while being surrounded by illu-
minations and projection map-
ping. Every location has a dis-
tinctive history that makes it

special for tourists, she contin-
ued.
Dream Forest is a haven of

biodiversity located in the lush
Lubuk Semilang rainforest at the
base of Gunung Raya. Here, visi-
tors can go on nature walks dur-
ing the day to take part in forest
bathing and see animals like fly-
ing lemurs, dusky leaf monkeys,
Sumatran toads, and even sever-
al species of hornbills.
Dream Forest is well-posi-

tioned to draw tourists of all
ages, including families, vaca-
tioners, business travellers,
event organisers...Raed More

Langkawi’s Forest
Transforms Into Malaysia’s
Immersive Night Attraction

The Malaysian and Spanish
governments are set to sign
MoU in the field of STI, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Science,
Technology, and Innovation
(MOSTI).
Malaysia is prepared to accept

investment from companies in
the technology sector attending
the Mobile World Congress
(MWC) in 2023, particularly in
the field of Science, Technology,
and Innovation (STI).
Malaysia, according to

Minister of Science, Technology,
and Innovation Chang Lih Kang,
is a top choice for investors
looking to increase its market

share in the digital economy,
which will lead to more oppor-
tunities for trade and business.
In this regard, the Malaysian

and Spanish governments are
set to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in the
field of STI, according to the
Ministry of Science, Technology,
and Innovation (MOSTI).
The MoU is anticipated to

improve collaboration between
the two nations’ ministries of
science and technology, particu-
larly in the STI sector.
He told Media on the sidelines

of MWC 2023 in this city, “With
the signing of the MoU, both
countries will explore further
cooperation in STI including
biotechnology, space sciences,
emerging technology, and ener-
gy efficiency, among others.
Chang also emphasised that

MOSTI’s participation in MWC
2023 has made it possible to fur-
ther explore AI regulations and
ways to impose AI ethics, which
refers to a large number of con-
siderations combining safety,
security, human concerns, and
environmental issues. “We also
had very fruitful discussions
about how to understand the
framework...Raed More

Malaysia & Spain
To Sign MoU For
Cooperation In
Field Of STI

“I am hopeful that businesses
in area can now take advantage
of ultrafast & low latency con-
nectivity to develop new & excit-
ing 5G-enabled products & serv-

ices,” said Nasution M.
Malaysian Research

Accelerator for Technology and
Innovation (MRANTI), Digital
Nasional Berhad (DNB), and

Ericsson have extended their
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) for the commercializa-
tion of 5G-enabled Science,
Technology, Innovation, and
Economy (STIE) solutions for
businesses in Malaysia.
The three parties signed a

memorandum of understanding
that was presented to the part-
ners at Global System for Mobile
Communications Association
(GSMA) Mobile World Congress
(MWC) Barcelona 2023 event,.
According to the expanded

Memorandum of Understanding,
the partners will aid in the cre-
ation of the MRANTI 5G
Experience Centre by offering
information...Raed More

MRANTI, DNB Extend MoU To
Boost 5G Technology In Malaysia

Agriculture and Food Security
Minister Datuk Seri Mohamad
Sabu said it was one of the short-
term measures taken to address
the market’s shortage of chicken
eggs.
A total of 18,880 egg producers

application worth RM1.69 billion
in subsidies had been approved
up until February 15. Agriculture
and Food Security Minister
Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu said it
was one of the short-term meas-
ures taken to
address the market’s shortage

of chicken eggs.
Besides providing subsidies to

egg producers, other measures
included allowing egg imports

beginning in December last year,
as well as imports of day-old
chicks (DOC) from Brazil, New
Zealand, France, and Australia to
ensure a sufficient supply of egg
chicken.
“In the long run, (the govern-

ment aims to) reduce grain corn
imports by 30% through farming
on 80,000ha of land nationwide,
with 1.44 million tonnes of grain
corn expected to be produced by
2032,” he said in a parliamentary
response to Che Alias Hamid’s
question (PN-Kemaman).
Other measures, according to

Mohamad, include looking for
alternatives to animal feed ingre-
dients...Raed More

RM1.69B Worth Of
Subsidies For Egg Producers

Approve: Minister

Gross Output Value
Grew 23.2% For Crops
Sub-Sector In Malaysia

The value of the gross output of the crops sub-sector was report-
ed to be RM75.8 billion, with a share of 74.9%, in its Annual
Economic Statistics (AES) Agriculture Sector 2021.
The value of gross output for the “Pix for representational pur-

pose only/AFPPixsector” increased by 23.2% to RM101.3 billion in
2021 from RM82.2 billion in 2020, according to the Department of
Statistics Malaysia (DoSM). This increase was primarily attributa-
ble to the “crops” sub-sector.
The value of the gross output of the crops sub-sector was report-

ed to be RM75.8 billion, with a share of 74.9%, in its Annual
Economic Statistics (AES) Agriculture Sector 2021.
RM18.7 billion (18.4%), RM4.4 billion (4.3%), and RM2.4 billion

(2.4%) were recorded in the other three subsectors, which include
livestock, forestry and logging, as well as fisheries.
Sarawak, with a share of the gross output value for the agricul-

tural sector of 30.2%, Sabah, with 20.3%, and Johor, with 12.3%,
were the three major states.
Additionally, from RM36.1 billion the year before to RM45.6 bil-

lion in 2021, the value of intermediate input for the agriculture sec-
tor registered an increase of 26.5%.
Value added, meanwhile, increased by 20.7% over the same peri-

od, from RM46.2 billion to RM55.7 billion. With a share of 32.9%,
Sarawak contributed the most value added with RM18.3 billion, fol-
lowed by Sabah with RM13.3 billion (23.9%) and Johor with RM6.1
billion (11.0%).With shares of RM27.7 billion (60.6% of intermediate
input value) and RM48.2 billion (86.5% of value added)...RaedMore
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