
As developing countries grow and
modernize their agriculture
sectors, they could become
significant players in soybean

production, particularly in Africa
and Southeast Asia

Izwa Noor
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The chief minister of Sindh
asserted that the conference
reflected the Muslim Ummah’s
growing commitment to using
science and technology for
human welfare.
The chief minister of Sindh, has

asserted that the persistent
issues of poverty, food insecurity,
and climate change in the Muslim
world can be effectively
addressed by science and tech-
nology.
At the University of Karachi’s

inaugural ceremony for the 24th
Scientific Conference of the
Islamic World Academy of
Sciences, which was themed
“Challenges to Promote Science
and Technology for Socio-
Economic Development in OIC

Countries,” he made this state-
ment.
The significant scientific event,

according to CM, was a signifi-
cant step towards a better under-
standing of how science and
technology can be used to effec-
tively address long-standing
issues with poverty, food insecu-
rity, and climate change in the
Muslim world.
He asserted that the confer-

ence reflected the Muslim
Ummah’s growing commitment
to using science and technology
for human welfare. Being a
licenced engineer, the CM
claimed to be acutely aware of
the value of scientific and
technological research.
“We can only handle the per-

sistent problems of poverty, cli-
mate change, food insecurity, and
rising disease burdens, that the
world faces today, through the

applications of science and tech-
nology,” he said, adding that in
addition to resolving many local
issues, we must also work with

other countries to address global
problems. CM expressed his sat-
isfaction at the constant efforts
made by our research institution,
the International Center for
Chemical and Biological
Sciences, to improve its capabili-
ties and human resources for cut-
ting-edge study and graduate
education in the chemical, bio-
medical, and biochemical sci-
ences.
The centre, he continued, was a

prime illustration of the strong
commitment Pakistan’s private
sector, national and provincial
governments, foreign donors,
and scientists and researchers
had made to the country’s devel-
opment on science and
technology....Read More

Sci Tech Can Help With Poverty, Food
Insecurity Issues: CM

PTA sources claim that
Starlink’s network access
device will cost around $700
and require a $100 monthly
payment for a 100 Mbps inter-
net connection package in
Pakistan.
The Pakistan

Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) has yet to grant Starlink
a license. Elon Musk founded
this satellite-based internet
service provider. Despite
ongoing discussions with vari-
ous stakeholders, the PTA has
expressed concerns about
data security.
Concerns about the compa-

ny’s business model and tech-
nical arrangements are also
cited as reasons for the delay

in approval.
Satellite-based services must

comply with applicable licens-
ing regulations, according to
the regulator. It is critical to
provide quality services to
users while also protecting the
rights of already licenced
operations in Pakistan.
PTA sources claim that

Starlink’s network access
device will cost around $700
and require a $100 monthly
payment for a 100 Mbps inter-
net connection package in
Pakistan.
Around RS200,000 will be

spent on the device’s initial
purchase price and the first
month’s subscription earnings.
Additional monthly packages

are Rs. 28,000 each.
Comparing this to other opti-

cal fibre or fixed line internet
service providers in Pakistan,
this is significantly more
expensive. Additionally, users
who live in remote areas with
little access to financial serv-
ices may find it challenging
because the payment process
currently only accepts credit
cards.
The PTA is also investigating

other nations in the region
that have stringent satellite
rules but have not yet given
Starlink a license. In particu-
lar, the regulator and the com-
pany are having ongoing dis-
cussions about data hosting
inside Pakistan and satellite-

to-satellite communication to
make sure the company com-
plies with all requirements for
open and legal operations.
The PTA has advised

Starlink not to book any
device orders from Pakistani
customers until a licence has
been granted by the PTA.
This is because the PTA is

closely collaborating with all
pertinent stakeholders, includ-
ing the Ministry of Information
Technology, to analyze the
impact of utilizing spectrum in
low orbit. The PTA is still in
discussion with Starlink, and
it has not yet made up its mind
whether to issue the business
a license to operate in
Pakistan.

PTA Concerns Over
Security Of Data In Granting

License To Starlink

Meeting’s attendees were informed that
PITB assisted Department of Minerals in
digitising all mineral mine deposits & con-
ducting inspections via mobile phones in a
paperless setting.
More than 2,700 mineral deposits have

been geo-tagged under the Chief
Inspectorate of Mines App created by the
Punjab Information Technology Board

(PITB) for the Punjab Minerals Department,
and 14 inspectors stationed in 7 different
regions have conducted more than 850
inspections.
This was stated during a meeting at Arfa

Software Technology Park that was presided
over by PITB Chairman Faisal Yousaf
(ASTP). Senior officials from the PITB,
including Director Atif Hussain and
Additional Director General (ADG) Qasim
Ifzal, also attended the meeting.
The meeting’s attendees were informed

that PITB has assisted the Department of
Minerals in digitising all mineral mine
deposits and conducting inspections via
mobile phones in a paperless setting. The
system also makes it easier for the depart-
ment to monitor the availability of emer-
gency rescue equipment at the mine.
The procedure has been streamlined and

digitalized under the Chief Inspectorate of

Mines System to allow for online monitoring
of mining rule violations. Additionally, the
app includes a quick alert feature in case of
any unforeseen circumstance or accident.
Chairman Faisal Yousaf stated that the
Department of Minerals has moved towards
digitization, which significantly reduces the
amount of time needed to complete various
tasks. The Chief Inspectorate of Mines is a
department that is attached to the Mines &
Minerals Department of the Government of
the Punjab. It has two operational wings: the
Inspectorate of Mines and the Mines Labor
Welfare Organization.
Regarding the protection of the safety,

health, and welfare of mine workers, the
roles of the two wings are interconnected.
However, the Mines Labour Welfare
Organization handles the facilitation of min-
ing labour while the Inspectorate of Mines
handles the regulatory aspect....Read More

Over 2,700 Mineral Deposits Receive
Geo-Tags Under Mines App

It is important to note that
the cost of MS and HSD has
increased from PKR267 to
PKR280 per litre, respectively,
an increase of PKR117 and
PKR136.
Sales Of Petroleum products

for February 2023 were report-
ed at 1.22 million tons, a
decline of 16% MoM and 21%
YoY. After July 2022, when it
decreased by 26% MoM, this
represents the largest monthly
decline. Significant price
increases in MS and HSD over
the previous 45 days are to
blame for the decline.
Additionally, there were

severe fuel shortages at gas
stations in Central Punjab
because price hike rumours
persisted throughout the entire
month. Dealers decided to
stockpile fuel as a result, rather
than carry on with business as
usual.
Due to the sharp decline in

the PKR during the time, OMCs
found it difficult to receive
timely shipments of petroleum
products, which made the situ-
ation even worse. For the
importing entities, this led to a
delay in L/C clearances and sig-
nificant exchange losses,
which ultimately forced them
to limit their supply to dealers
across the nation.
Last but not least, fewer

working days also played a role
in the monthly decline in POL
sales in February 2023. In com-
parison to the same period last
year, total POL sales decreased
by 19%YoY, or to 11.69 million
tons, from 14.45 million tons.
Petroleum products sales fre-

quently have a strong correla-
tion to the state of the econo-
my as a whole, so the decline is
primarily attributable to a
decline in organic demand.
This is demonstrated by the
fact that during the 1HFY23,

LSM activity fell by 3.7%, power
generation dropped by 7.3%,
and auto sales fell by 42% YoY.
Consumers have decided

against leisure travel due to the
ongoing wave of inflationary
pressures that have gripped the
economy and their diminished
purchasing power.
It is important to note that

the cost of MS and HSD has
increased from PKR267 to
PKR280 per litre, respectively,
an increase of PKR117 and
PKR136. These prices repre-
sent an increase of 78% and
94% as against March 2022, in
line with the current govern-
ment’s plan to pass on the full
cost of supply and levies to
consumers.
In spite of the general indus-

trial downturn, HASCOL stood
out as the most resilient compa-
ny, with total volumes for the
month reported at 27,000 tons,
up 4% month over month and
5% year over year...Read More

Sales Of Petroleum
Products Reported
To Fall By 16%MoM

& 21%YoY
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The Rise Of
Soybean

Production In
Developing
Countries

Rubbas qayyum

Soybeans are a cost-
effective and efficient
source of protein,

making them an attractive
option for countries looking to
meet the nutritional needs of
their populations.
Over the past few decades,

soybean production has sig-
nificantly increased in devel-
oping countries, particularly
in South America and Asia.
This trend is driven by sev-

eral factors, including
increasing demand for pro-
tein-rich foods, changing
agricultural practices, and
new trade agreements. One
of the primary reasons for
the rise of soybean produc-
tion in developing countries
is the growing demand for
protein-rich food domestical-
ly and internationally.
Soybeans are a cost-effec-

tive and efficient source of
protein, making them an
attractive option for coun-
tries looking to meet the
nutritional needs of their
populations. In addition, the
global demand for soybean-
based products, such as tofu
and soy milk, is also rising,
further driving the expansion
of soybean production in
developing countries.
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Soybean: A
Multipurpose

Crop
Becomes
Pakistan’s

Popular Crop

Zahra Noor

Farmers must pay
attention to soybean
cultivation by con-

sidering its economic bene-
fits and saving the huge
amount that we spend on its
import.
Soybean is a multipur-

pose crop that originated
in China, and now it is the
famous crop of Pakistan
because of its many uses
and positive effect on
human health.
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Soybean Vs.
Meat: Which Is
Better For

Health And The
Environment?
Amna Ramzan

Soybean is a legume
rich in protein, fiber,
vitamins, and miner-

als. It contains no cholesterol
and is also low in saturated
fat. There is an ongoing
debate about whether meat-
or plant-based diets are better
for human health and the
environment. In recent years,
Soybean has emerged as a
popular alternative tomeat for
its nutritional benefits and
lower environmental impact.
Soybean is a legume rich in

protein, fiber, vitamins, andmin-
erals. It contains no cholesterol
and is also low in saturated fat.
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Agreement Signs To
Launch IT Industry

Academia Bridge Program
The work of ISTD and Hazza will produce a talent pool that is

knowledgeable and skilled enough to spur innovation and expan-
sion in the IT industry.
A contract establishing the IT Industry Academia Bridge

Program has been signed by the Information Science and
Technology Department (ISTD), the Government of Sindh, and the
Hazza Institute of Technology.
The signing ceremony took place on March 1, 2023, in the com-

mittee room of the ISTD Government of Sindh. Ms. Tanzila Umi
Habiba and Mr. Asif Ikram, the Special Assistant to the Chief
Minister of Sindh on Information, Science, and Technology, also
attended.
The programme aims to give 3000 students in their sixth, sev-

enth, and eighth semesters from public and private sector univer-
sities practical industry exposure and hands-on training in order
to equip them with real-world experience and prepare them for
the challenges of the IT industry.
The ISTD Government of Sindh and the Hazza Institute have

joined forces to create the IT Industry Academia Bridge Program,
which aims to close the knowledge gap between academia and
industry in Sindh.
Together, the ISTD Government of Sindh and the Hazza Institute

will work to make the programme successful and develop a talent
pool with the abilities and know-how required to spur innovation
and expansion in the IT industry.
Ms. Tanzila Umi Habiba praised Hazza and the ISTD

Government of Sindh for working together to launch this pro-
gramme and emphasised the significance of such initiatives in fos-
tering the expansion of the IT industry in Sindh.
For the development and expansion of the industry, it is essen-

tial to close the gap between academia and the IT sector. To meet
the market’s ever-evolving demands, the sector requires a work-
force with the most recent training and expertise.
The work of ISTD and Hazza will produce a talent pool that is

knowledgeable and skilled enough to spur innovation and expan-
sion in the IT industry.
This connection’s goal is to highlight significant academic-indus-

try collaborations that can increase students’ chances of finding
employment. In order to help the people of Sindh earn respectable
livings and reduce poverty in Sindh, we continue to invest in
Vocational, Technical & Professional Trainings, Skills
Development, Career Counseling, and Job Placement.
Mr. Asif Ikram, Secretary, IS&T Department, stressed the impor-

tance of IT skills in a nation’s economic development. He claimed
that placing a strong emphasis on developing a nation’s human
capital through investments in its youth would significantly alter
the employment landscape.
Furthermore, the only industry capable of bringing in foreign

exchange is information technology. If the youth are trained in the
IT field, a nation with a demographic balance of more than 60% in
favour of youth may experience economic stability.
He claimed that the Academia Industry Bridge Program would

increase the number of jobs available to young people both
domestically and abroad. ...Read More

Muhammad Idrees, Secretary
of PHED, stated during the cere-
mony that these collaborations
can significantly enhance the
province’s environmental health.
International Rescue

Committee (IRC) and The Public
Health Engineering Department
(PHED) renewed their respec-
tive Memorandums of
Understanding (MoU) in a
solemn signing ceremony in
Peshawar to further their collab-
oration. This was done in order
to continue their commitment to
work for environmental health
and the provision of clean drink-
ing water, sanitation, and
hygiene facilities.
Since 2018, the International

Rescue Committee (IRC) and
PHED have had a close working
relationship and have collaborat-
ed on numerous environmental
health-related projects.
Training of staff members,

knowledge sharing, joint project
implementation, behaviour
change, and climate smart water
and sanitation systems are just a
few examples of what this col-
laboration entails.
Muhammad Idrees, Secretary

of PHED, stated during the cere-
mony that these collaborations
can significantly enhance the
province’s environmental health.
The PHED and IRC can com-

bine their strengths and

resources in the areas of financ-
ing, technical know-how, and
innovation approaches to
address the sector’s common
problems. He also mentioned
additional potential economic
advantages, like lower demands
on public health infrastructure
and higher school attendance
rates.
Speaking at the event was

Shabnam Baloch, Country
Director of IRC-Pakistan. She

stressed the importance of fos-
tering climate and gender inclu-
sive WASH interventions that
take into account the various
needs and experiences of men,
women, and gender noncon-
forming people in the new reality
of climate change.
Furthermore, given that

women and girls are frequently
disproportionately affected by
subpar WASH practises, WASH
interventions should be sensitive
to their particular needs. This
includes making sure that
women and girls can access facil-
ities that are secure, private, and
safe.
Ms. Shabnam further stressed

that approaches to Behavior
Change Communication (BCC)
can play a crucial role in promot-

ing positive and sustainable
WASH behaviours and practises
in communities across the
province.
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa pub-

lic is required to have access to
clean drinking water, hygienic
facilities, and a healthy environ-
ment. This is the responsibility of

the Public Health Engineering
Department (PHED). The depart-
ment also develops, implements,
and maintains the province’s san-
itation and water supply pro-
grammes.
Moreover, IRC implemented

the “LIFE project” in over 75 vil-
lages throughout three districts
(Peshawar, Swat, and Buner) of
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Province with the ongoing assis-
tance of the Australian
Government’s Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade
(DFAT).
In its four years of operation,

the LIFE Project has improved
tens of thousands of lives in
numerous ways while ensuring
more inclusive and equitable div-
idends. The next stage of the
LIFE project will build on climate
resilient interventions as a way
forward based on the lessons
learned. IRC has previously
helped PHED develop its
Behavior Change
Communication (BCC) strategy
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. This
strategy, which is in line with the
national framework, aims to
address common practises in
solid waste management, drink-
ing water sanitation, and hygiene.
Additionally, IRC and PHED have
worked together tomanage infor-
mation for drinking water supply
scheme...Read More

IRC, PHED Renew MoU For
Cooperation In Environmental

Health Sector

Dr. Sultan Habib stated that the establish-
ment of the D-8 Research Center in UAF was
a landmark that would aid in combating the
countries’ food insecurity challenges.
The Secretary General of the D-8

Organization for Economic Cooperation,
Ambassador Isiaka Abdulqadir Imam, has
stated that the D-8 countries should intensify
their cooperation and accelerate their efforts
to ensure food and nutrition security in light
of the fact that climate change is wreaking
havoc on people’s lives and the agricultural
industry.
He spoke as the chief guest at the opening

session of a two-day international conference
on the opportunities and challenges of food
and nutrition security in the D-8 countries,
which was organised by the Center for
Advanced Studies (CAS) D-8 Research
Centre at the University of Agriculture
Faisalabad.
He officially opened CAS as the D-8 Center

for Agriculture and Food Security alongside
UAF Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Iqrar Ahmad
Khan, President of the Pakistan Academy of
Sciences Dr. Kallid Mehmood, FAO represen-
tative Florence Rolle, Dean of the Faculty of
Agriculture Dr. Muhammad Sarwar Khan,
CAS Director Dr. Sultan Habib Ullah, and oth-
ers.
He declared that they were committed to

enhancing economic cooperation between

member nations in order to support sustain-
able uplift and promote societal well-being.
They have concentrated on key industries

like agriculture, trade, transportation, indus-
try, energy, and tourism while also adding
ICT, health, and human development. Nearly
4 trillion dollars in GDP, 1.6 trillion dollars in
exports, and 110 billion dollars in intra-trade

are accounted for by the D-8 countries collec-
tively.
The fact that D-8 is home to 1.1 billion peo-

ple—or one in every seven people on the
planet—is what makes it so novel. This pres-
ents enormous opportunities for the next
generation as well as impressive cultural
diversity, economic strength, natural

resources, creativity, and innovation. He
praised UAF’s initiatives to advance the agri-
cultural industry.
The countries should strengthen their

cooperation in agriculture and food security,
according to UAF Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Iqrar Ahmad Khan. He further stated that
work on new heat-tolerant wheat, soybean,
and other crop varieties was already under
way under the CAS. He continued by saying
that they were dealing with the problem of
food security, for which improved coloration
would result in practical solutions to prob-
lems. He claimed that One Health, an
approach for the collaborative efforts of vari-
ous disciplines working locally, nationally,
and globally to achieve optimal health for
people, animals, and our environment, is
what the world needs right now. FAO repre-
sentative Florence Rolle highlighted the
importance of strengthening research and
development, farmer cooperatives, and a
viable credit system to address food security
challenges in the countries. She also praised
the UAF for sending 30,000 students to the
wheat campaign and Dr. Khalid Mehmood for
mapping out a program for the One Health.
The NIH is also working on the project. Dr.
Sultan Habib stated that the establishment of
the D-8 Research Center in UAF was a land-
mark that would aid in combating the coun-
tries’ food insecurity challenges....ReadMore

D-8 Nations Must Pace Up Efforts To
Ensure Food And Nutrition Security

Millions of women worldwide
lack access to the healthcare
they require and are unable to
fully engage in society.
International development

organisation Sightsavers is urg-
ing all health services to be
inclusive and accessible for
women and girls, including
those with disabilities, on this
Women’s Day in order to enable
women to access adequate
healthcare and enjoy meaningful
participation in society.
Millions of women worldwide

lack access to the health-care
services they require and are
unable to fully engage in society.
Sightsavers is honouring the

pioneering and real women of
substance who are working to
make this a reality on this
Women’s Day. One such power-
ful woman is inspirational dis-
ability rights activist and
Sightsavers board member Abia
Akram.
She persevered in the face of

overwhelming opposition and
stood firm to advocate for
women and girls with disabili-
ties.
Abia has played a key role in

organising the Asia-Pacific
region and Pakistan’s youth and
women with disabilities. Abia
argues that it is crucial to work
on legislative and policy reforms
because they bring about a sys-
temic transformation in the lives
of women and girls with disabil-
ities.
Sightsavers Pakistan Country

Office Country Director
Munazza Gillani appreciates all
such women who are improving
the lives of other women.
According to her, “Women

with disabilities are three times
more likely than men without
disabilities to not access the
healthcare they need.” We must
all work together to ensure that
all women and girls have access
to quality healthcare because
“without action,...Read More

Sightsavers Demanding
Access To All Health Services

For Women And Girls

Pakistani artist Nayab created a
digital art piece to increase aware-
ness of the effects of ocean acidi-
fication on biodiversity and the
ecosystem.
Nayab Zahra from Pakistan is

one of three young people from
the Commonwealth who have
been named winners of a global
competition that aims tomotivate,
encourage, and honour young
people who are taking initiatives
for oceans protection.
Over 131 young people from

across the Commonwealth docu-
mented and shared their involve-
ment in actions for protection of
environment and promote the sus-
tainable use of oceans as part of
the #YouthLeadSDG14 Action
Challenge competition, which
was launched at COP27 by the
Commonwealth Secretary-
General, Rt Hon Patricia Scotland
KC, and the Commonwealth
Youth Climate Change Network
(CYCN).
The winners of this year are:

Sufyan Binyamin (Nigeria), Zahra
Nayab (Pakistan), and D. E.

Adewale (Nigeria). The 190+
action submissions from 23
Commonwealth nations greatly
impressed the panel of judges.
Since 2023 is the Commonwealth
Year of Youth, this year is being
devoted to highlighting young
people.
Pakistani artist Nayab created a

digital art piece to increase aware-
ness of the effects of ocean acidi-
fication on biodiversity and the

ecosystem. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in electrical engineering
from the University of Antwerp in
Belgium and is a STEM student.
For her theoretical and practical

demonstration of the elimination
of plastic components by promot-
ing the use of polyolefin as a plas-
tic substitute, she was awarded
the 2017 Jabir ibn e Hayan Award.
She received the Al Farabi Medal
in 2020 for her innovative use of

bio conductor modular, an AI, in
conventional medicine.
She received the prestigious

IFSPD Fellowship in 2022 as an
official researchmember from the
governments of Sweden and
Norway. She also received the
Government of Pakistan’s
National Youth Award 2021 in the
categories of literature, education,
technology, and innovation.
Azeez Abubakar, CYCN

Partnerships and Engagement
Chair, congratulated the three
winners for their creative ideas,
commitment, and dedication to
addressing climate change and
protecting the environment and
oceans.
He believes that youth-led

action on SDG14 can have a signif-
icant impact on efforts to protect
the blue economy.
The originality, viability, and

scalability of their work, aswell as
the impact they had, were all
taken into consideration when
choosing the three winners.
Everybody received a £1,000
prize...Read More

Pakistan’s Nayab Zahra Wins Global
Competition On Oceans Protection
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“Programming today is a
race between software engi-
neers striving to build bigger
and better idiot-proof pro-
grams, and the Universe trying
to produce bigger and better
idiots. So far, the Universe is
winning.”

--Nick Cook

Another concern is the impact of
soybean production on local communi-
ties and small farmers, who may face
displacement and other adverse effects
from large-scale soybean production.

Rubbas qayyum

The protein content of soybeans is 36–56
percent of their dry weight. The amount of this
protein is sufficient for repairing body cells,

making new cells, catalyzing chemical
reactions, and regulating gene expression. The

fat content is approximately 18%Zahra Noor

S
oybeans are a cost-
effective and effi-
cient source of pro-
tein, making them
an attractive option
for countries looking

to meet the nutritional needs of
their populations.
Over the past few decades,
soybean production has signifi-
cantly increased in developing
countries, particularly in South
America and Asia.
This trend is driven by several
factors, including increasing
demand for protein-rich foods,
changing agricultural practices,
and new trade agreements. One
of the primary reasons for the
rise of soybean production in
developing countries is the
growing demand for protein-rich
food domestically and interna-
tionally.
Soybeans are a cost-effective
and efficient source of protein,
making them an attractive
option for countries looking to
meet the nutritional needs of
their populations. In addition,
the global demand for soybean-
based products, such as tofu and
soy milk, is also rising, further
driving the expansion of soy-
bean production in developing
countries.
Another factor driving the rise

of soybean production in devel-
oping countries is the shift
towards more modern and inten-
sive agricultural practices. Many
developing countries invest in
infrastructure and technology to
improve their agricultural pro-
ductivity, including advanced
machinery, irrigation systems,
and genetically modified crops.
These practices have helped to
increase yields and make soy-
bean production more cost-
effective.
New trade agreements and

partnerships also support the
rise of soybean production in
developing countries. For exam-
ple, China has become a signifi-
cant importer of soybeans, creat-
ing new opportunities for coun-
tries like Brazil and Argentina to
expand their soybean produc-
tion and increase their exports.
Similarly, new trade agree-
ments, such as the
Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP), have
opened up new markets for soy-

bean producers in Asia and Latin
America.
While the rise of soybean pro-
duction in developing countries
has brought many benefits, there
are also potential challenges and
concerns.
One concern is the impact of

soybean production on the envi-
ronment, particularly in coun-
tries where the expansion of
soybean production has been
linked to deforestation and other
environmental issues.
Another concern is the impact

of soybean production on local
communities and small farmers,
who may face displacement and
other adverse effects from large-
scale soybean production.
To address these concerns and
ensure that the rise of soybeans
production in developing coun-
tries is sustainable and responsi-
ble, there is a need for collabora-
tion and innovation across the
agricultural industry.
This could involve the devel-
opment of new technologies and
practices to reduce the environ-
mental impact of soybean pro-
duction, as well as the imple-
mentation of policies and regula-
tions to protect the rights of
small farmers and indigenous
communities.
In conclusion, the rise of soy-
bean production in developing
countries is a complex and
multi-faceted trend driven by
various factors, including
demand for protein-rich food,
modern agricultural practices,
and new trade agreements.
While there are potential chal-
lenges and concerns, there are
also significant opportunities for
collaboration and innovation to
ensure that soybeans production
in developing countries is sus-
tainable, responsible, and bene-
ficial for all stakeholders.

The Rise Of Soybean Production
In Developing Countries

F
armers must pay
attention to soy-
bean cultivation
by considering
its economic
benefits and sav-

ing the huge amount that we
spend on its import.
Soybean is a multipurpose
crop that originated in China,
and now it is the famous crop
of Pakistan because of its
many uses and positive effect
on human health.
The other names of soybean
are also indicative of its
importance. The other names
include “golden bean”, “queen
of pulses ,” “wonder crop”,
“farmer’s friend “agriculture
Cinderella,” “meat of the
field,” and “meat without
bones”.
Being a Muslim country, we
always prefer Halal things.
Soybean is Halal. All purpose
soy sauce or non naturally
brewed soy sauce is made
from water, salt hydrolyzed
soy protein, corn syrup, and
sodium benzoate.
A multipurpose crop, soy-
bean is a species of legumes.
So it plays an important role
in keeping soil fertile, proves
a low cost method of replac-
ing nitrogen in soil, and pro-
motes crop yield. It is one of
the few known plants that
contains all essential nutri-
ents and amino acids like
those in meat. Although it is

mostly protein, it also con-
tains a significant amount of
carbohydrates and fats.
The protein content of soy-
beans is 36–56 percent of
their dry weight.
The amount of this protein

is sufficient for repairing
body cells, making new cells,
catalyzing chemical reactions,
and regulating gene expres-
sion. The fat content is
approximately 18%.
It can be used as sustainable
fuel and in frying, baking, and
roasting. It can be used in
place of olive oil, canola oil
for cooking purposes.
Soybean contains molybde-
num (used to process protein
and DNA and support male
fertility), vitamin K1 (role in
blood clotting) , folate (par-
ticularly important in preg-
nancy),
copper (which absorbs iron
in the body and makes red
blood cells), manganese
(which helps the body form
connective tissues), and phos-
phorus (a component of bone,
teeth, DNA, and RNA).
Some people have allergies
to it, so they must consider it
and avoid its excessive use.
The summary of positive
effects on health can be as
follows:
It can help with diabetes
management due to its low
carbohydrate content.
➢ Helps improve blood cir-

culation
➢ Aid in healthy digestion
➢ Control weight
So, considering its nutrition-
al value, it must be added to
our diet. It can be added to
our diet in the form of deli-
cious dishes like soy curry,
soy chunks, Ularthiyanthu,
Thai soya in cabbage , soya
pepper fry, soya fried rice,
soya manchurian, soya sham-
mi kabab, soya mince, soy
milk, soy nuts, soy sprouts,
soy sauce, tofu, misu, and
tamari.
Soybean was introduced to
Pakistan as an oil-seed crop in
1960, but cultivation
remained limited until 1970.
Soybean could not be estab-
lished as a rewarding crop in
Pakistan because our farmers
did not know its benefits.
Farmers must pay attention
to soybean cultivation by con-
sidering its economic benefits
and saving the huge amount
that we spend on its import.
The National Center of
Excellence in Molecular
Biology organised an aware-
ness seminar on “GM
Soybeans and the Potential of
Soybean Cultivation in
Pakistan ” on January 23,
2023. Such awareness semi-
nars should be organised at
the national level to motivate
our farmers for its cultivation
and educate people about its
benefits.

Soybean: A Multipurpose Crop
Becomes Pakistan’s Popular Crop
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A multipurpose crop, soybean is a species of legumes. So
it plays an important role in keeping soil fertile, proves a
low cost method of replacing nitrogen in soil, and pro-
motes crop yield. It is one of the few known plants that
contains all essential nutrients and amino acids like
those in meat. Although it is mostly protein, it also

contains a significant amount of carbohydrates and fats
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Soybean is a legume rich in protein, fiber,
vitamins, and minerals. It contains no cholesterol

and is also low in saturated fat. Soybean has
been shown to have numerous health benefits,

including preventing certain cancers and reducing
the risk of heart disease and osteoporosisAmna Ramzan

Developing new soybean varieties that are more
resistant to pests, diseases, and environmental

stress could increase yields and reduce the need for
pesticides and fertilizers. Advances in precision agri-
culture and other technologies could also help farm-

ers optimize their production and reduce waste
Izwa Noor

S
oybean is a legume
rich in protein, fiber,
vitamins, and miner-
als. It contains no
cholesterol and is
also low in saturated

fat. There is an ongoing debate
about whether meat-
or plant-based diets are better for
human health and the environment.
In recent years, Soybean has
emerged as a popular alternative to
meat for its nutritional benefits and
lower environmental impact.
Soybean is a legume rich in pro-
tein, fiber, vitamins, and minerals.
It contains no cholesterol and is
also low in saturated fat. Soybean
has been shown to have numer-
ous health benefits, including pre-
venting certain cancers and reduc-
ing the risk of heart disease and
osteoporosis. Soybean is also a
good source of essential amino
acids. Unlike animal-based pro-
tein, soybean protein is easily
digestible and as effective as ani-
mal protein in building and repair-
ing muscle.
Meat production has a signifi-
cant environmental impact, con-
tributing to deforestation, green-
house gas emissions, and water
pollution. In a report by theUnited
Nations, livestock production is
responsible for 14.5% of global
GHG emissions. Meat production
also requires vast amounts of
land, water, and feed. Cattle farm-
ing, in particular, is a major con-
tributor to deforestation in the
Amazon rainforest, as forests are

cleared to make way for grazing
land and feed crops.
Soybean is often used as an alter-
native to meat in vegetarian and
vegan diets, as it is a rich source of
protein andhas ameat-like texture.
Soy-based products such as tofu,
tempeh, and soy milk are becom-
ing increasingly popular as more
people seekplant-basedmeat alter-
natives. Soybean production also
has a lower environmental impact
than meat production. Soybean
farming requires less water and
land than cattle farming and pro-
duces fewer greenhouse gas emis-
sions. In addition, soybeans are a
more efficient use of resources, as
they require fewer inputs to pro-
duce the same amount of protein
as meat. Soybean is a nutritious
alternative to meat in terms of pro-
tein and essential nutrients, but
without the health risks associated
with high cholesterol levels and
saturated fats found in meat.

Soybean is also associated with a
reduced risk of certain diseases
and can be part of a healthy, bal-
anced diet. In terms of the environ-
ment, soybean production has a
lower environmental impact than
meat production, contributing less
to deforestation, greenhouse gas
emissions, and water pollution.
Plant-based options such as soy-
bean can help reduce our environ-
mental impact and support more
sustainable food systems. In con-
clusion, soy is a nutritious and sus-
tainable alternative to meat that
offers numerous health benefits
and has a lower environmental
impact. Choosing soybean-based
products can be part of a healthy,
balanced diet and help reduce our
environmental impact. While the
debate about meat versus plant-
based diets continues, incorporat-
ing soybeans can be a positive step
towards a healthier and more sus-
tainable future.

Soybean Vs. Meat: Which Is Better
For Health And The Environment?

A
s developing
countries grow
and modernize
their agriculture
sectors, theycould
become signifi-

cant players in soybeanproduction,
particularly in Africa and Southeast
Asia.
As the world’s population
grows, the demand for food and
protein sources is also rising.
Recently, plant-based proteins,
including soybeans, have
become a sustainable and
healthy alternative to animal-
based products. This trend is
expected to continue, with soy-
bean production and consump-
tion playing a vital role in the
global food industry.
Many countries, including the
United States, Brazil, and
Argentina, currently dominate
soybean production. However,
the future of soybean production
could see a shift towards new
markets and players.
As developing countries grow
and modernize their agriculture
sectors, they could become sig-
nificant players in soybean pro-
duction, particularly in Africa
and Southeast Asia. In addition,
advances in technology and
genetics are also likely to play a

role in the future of soybean pro-
duction.
Developing new soybean vari-
eties that are more resistant to
pests, diseases, and environmen-
tal stress could increase yields
and reduce the need for pesti-
cides and fertilizers. Advances in
precision agriculture and other
technologies could also help
farmers optimize their produc-
tion and reduce waste.
The future of soybean con-
sumption will also evolve in the
coming years. While soybeans
have traditionally been con-
sumed as tofu, soy milk, and
other soy-based products, there
is growing interest in using soy-
beans as a protein source in
other foods, such as meat alter-
natives and dairy substitutes.
This could open up newmarkets
for soybean producers and
increase the demand for soybeans
in the food industry. However,
there are also potential challenges
and obstacles to the future of soy-
beanproduction andconsumption.
Climate change and other envi-
ronmental pressures could
impact soybean production, and
concerns about the sustainabili-
ty of soybean production could
lead to increased scrutiny and
regulations. In addition, compe-

tition from other plant-based
proteins, such as pea and lentil
proteins, could also impact the
future of soybean consumption.
There will be a need for collab-
oration and innovation across
the food industry to address
these challenges and capitalize
on the opportunities for the
future of soybean production
and consumption.
This could involve partner-
ships between farmers,
researchers, and food manufac-
turers to develop new soybean
varieties and products that meet
consumers’ changing needs and
preferences. It could also focus
on sustainability and responsible
production practices to ensure
that soybean production
remains a viable and ethical pro-
tein source in the future.
In conclusion, the future of
soybean production and con-
sumption is likely to be shaped
by a variety of factors, including
advances in technology, changes
in consumer preferences, and
environmental pressures.
While there are potential chal-
lenges and obstacles to the
future of soybean production
and consumption, there are also
significant opportunities for col-
laboration and innovation in the

food industry. By working
together, farmers, researchers,

and food manufacturers can
help ensure that soybeans

remain a sustainable and healthy
protein source for generations.

The Future Of Soybean Production
And Consumption
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The future of soybean consumption will also evolve in the
coming years. While soybeans have traditionally been con-

sumed as tofu, soy milk, and other soy-based products, there
is growing interest in using soybeans as a protein source in
other foods, such as meat alternatives and dairy substitutes

Soybean production also has a lower environmental impact than meat
production. Soybean farming requires less water and land than cattle
farming and produces fewer greenhouse gas emissions. In addition,
soybeans are a more efficient use of resources, as they require fewer

inputs to produce the same amount of protein as meat
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According to a report by
Grant Thornton in 2021,
Malaysia has achieved a new
record with 37 per cent of
women occupying senior lead-
ership positions.
The world’s first artificial

intelligence (AI) driven market-
ing strategy platform has been
introduced in collaboration
with Robotic Marketer by
Brand Soul Malaysia Sdn Bhd, a
leading brand strategy consult-
ing firm in Malaysia, in an effort
to assist businesses in improv-
ing their marketing strategies.
Stella Wong and Mellissa

Smith’s new partnership with
Robotic Marketer is a women-
led initiative that has gained
recognition for its sustainable
brand building and marketing
strategy formulation.

By becoming the sustainable
brand and AI driven marketing
partner for expanding business-
es and assisting them in leverag-
ing ChatGPT and AI technology
for improved marketing ROI,
Brand Soul hopes to revolu-
tionise the branding and mar-
keting landscape with the
launch of Robotic Marketer in
Malaysia.
According to a report by

Grant Thornton in 2021,
Malaysia has achieved a new
record with 37 per cent of
women occupying senior lead-
ership positions. This partner-
ship serves as a symbol of the
success that emerged from
years of steadfast work to
develop the knowledge and
abilities that allowed women to
succeed at the top of the corpo-

rate ladder.
“We are overjoyed to be the

leading Robotic Marketer
licensee in Malaysia and to be
able to expand our service
offerings. We want to be the
first branding and marketing
firm in Malaysia that combines
experience and technology,
especially as ChatGPT technol-
ogy becomes the rage in almost
every sector. Our mission is to
make marketing simpler, more
effective, and more affordable
in order to help our clients suc-
ceed,” “Wong said.
“Businesses benefit greatly

from the marketing automation
platform because it gives them
complete control over their
marketing performance, as well
as real-time data analysis,
reporting, and full visibility of

marketing strategy perform-
ance on a single platform. One
of its key features is creating a
comprehensive marketing plan
with target audience and com-
petitor insights and marketing
tactics aligned to key marketing
objectives.”
“A 12-month marketing calen-

dar with real-time data and an
analysis of industry bench-
marks is also included. We are
eager to see how it alters con-
ventional marketing strategies
and promotes business expan-
sion,” she said. Smith, the CEO
of Robotic Marketer, said in the
meantime, “We are thrilled to
work with Brand Soul as a
team. When we were looking to
expand into Asia, we looked for
a progressive business that uses
technology...Read More

Brand Soul Malaysia
Launches First AI Driven

Marketing Strategy Platform

“My administration is commit-
ted to assisting high-value-add
local startups from their incep-
tion through listing on the Bursa
Malaysia”, according to Anwar
Ibrahim. Malaysia has launched
several initiatives to ensure that
its homegrown startups have
access to later stage financing in
the country, eliminating the need
for them to seek listing abroad,
according to Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim.
“I had the opportunity to meet

various successful homegrown
startups, such as [used car plat-
form] Carsome, [integrated cir-
cuit design service firm]

Oppstar, and [dairy producer]
Farm Fresh,” he said at the
Invest Malaysia event in Kuala
Lumpur. “My administration is
committed to assisting high-
value-add local startups from
their inception through listing
on the Bursa Malaysia (local
stock exchange).” To that end,
he stated that government-
linked investment companies
(GLICs) will set aside MYR 1.5
billion ($332.7 million) in 2023 to
invest in such homegrown start-
ups; a tax deduction on listing
costs will be provided for com-
panies listing on the ACEmarket
and LEAP market...Read More

PM Anwar Aims To Ensure
Startups In Malaysia To
Access Stage Financing

The project aims to demon-
strate mass production of
microalgae biomass throughout
the year. Microalgae shows huge
potential across different indus-
tries.
The Malaysian state of

Sarawak is set to host Chitose
Carbon Capture Central (C4), a
firm that’s said to be the world’s
largest mass microalgae bio-
mass production facility, in April
2023.
Takanori Hoshino is

Laboratory Corp’s executive
officer and chief bioengineer
C4’s microalgae cultivation site
currently spans five hectares,
but Hoshino is eyeing a 2,000
hectare footprint by 2030.
C4 uses flat-panel photo-biore-

actors to mass produce microal-
gae and is expected to open in
Sarawak next month.
According to Chitose

Laboratory Corp executive offi-
cer and chief bioengineer
Takanori Hoshino, the project
has received more than $18.3
million (2.5 billion yen) from the

Japanese government and has
earned the attention of Sarawak
Biodiversity Centre (SBC),
Sarawak Energy Bhd (SEB) and
ENEOS Corporation.
“This project is being funded

by the Japanese government for
five years until the end of fiscal
year 2024 and after that, we will
use the C4 for commercial pro-
duction of various products
from the microalgae biomass,”
he said in an interview with The
Borneo Post.
The project aims to demon-

strate mass production of

microalgae biomass throughout
the year. Microalgae shows huge
potential across different indus-
tries. Grown biomass can be
processed and used to create jet
fuel, proteins, feed and food
products, bioplastics, paints,
cosmetics and pharmaceutical
ingredients.
“For example, starting from

2027, it is going to be mandatory
for all airline companies globally
to have certain percentage of
their jet fuels to be mixed with
biofuel and there is currently not
enough supply...Read More

Malaysia To Host Largest
Mass Microalgae Biomass

Production Facility

The government is dedicated
to further developing the ecosys-
tem of Islamic finance so that it
can affect real social change, par-
ticularly through the optimiza-
tion of waqf.
The government has commit-

ted to a RM10 million seed fund
to act as an assured demand for
Malaysian-generated carbon
credits in order to kickstart the
market and support the national
journey to achieve net zero emis-
sions by 2050.
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim,

Prime Minister of Malaysia, stat-
ed that there is a need for a
greater emphasis on investments
in green growth areas such as

hydrogen technology, bioenergy,
and electric mobility — enablers
of green adoption across sectors
as well as future economic
engines. By providing a RM10
million seed fund to act as an
assured demand for Malaysian-
generated carbon credits, the
government is creating a finan-
cial incentive for companies and
organizations to reduce their car-
bon footprint and generate car-
bon credits. A key part of the
emphasis on these areas is ensur-
ing that Malaysians benefit from
the transfer of high-tech knowl-
edge and skills while prioritizing
R&D efforts,” he said in his
keynote address at Invest
Malaysia 2023 here on
Wednesday (March 8). He stated
that it is one of the areas for fur-
ther development of Technical
and Vocational Training — or
TVET— that is being redesigned
for greater participation of pri-
vate sectors, while updates on
university syllabi are being devel-
oped in traditional academia. “I
look forward to projects in this
field maturing to the point where
they can take advantage of
Malaysia’s Voluntary Carbon
Market, which is run by Bursa
Malaysia,”...Read More

Govt Commits To
Seed Fund For

Malaysian Generated
Carbon Credits

AnPac Bio-Medical Science is
a company with operations in
the US and China focused on
early cancer screening and
detection.

A Malaysian client who had
signed a $1.5 million purchase
contract for AnPac Bio’s Model
AP9080 cancer detection
devices has paid the company’s

first installment. AnPac Bio-
Medical Science is a company
with operations in the US and
China focused on early cancer
screening and detection.
The company’s patented, cut-

ting-edge multi-cancer testing
technology, known as Cancer
Differentiation Analysis (CDA)
Technology, serves as the foun-
dation for the Model AP9080
cancer detection device.
This represents a significant

milestone for the company, as it
represents the first significant
sale of its cancer detection
device into Southeast Asia.
Additionally, it represents the
company’s official entry into the
global market...Read More

AnPac Bio Signs Contract For Cancer
Detection Devices In Malaysia

Abang Johari said Sarawak
will be a thriving society driven
by data and innovation by 2030
where everyone enjoys econom-
ic prosperity, social inclusivity
and a sustainable environment.
The Sarawak government

places considerable emphasis
on the importance of Technical
and Vocational Education and
Training (TVET) and strength-
ening Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) education to produce
the much-needed talents to
support the state’s develop-
ment initiatives, said Premier
Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri Abang

Johari Tun Openg. In this
respect, Abang Johari said
Sarawak had in 2017 embarked
on a digital transformation voy-
age known as the digital econo-
my,
where eight strategic initia-

tives were identified, namely
the DBOS.
SDEC, ICT Infrastructure,

Digital Village, e-Leaming, Data
Hosting and Big Data, and
Digital Economy Labs.
“The Sarawak government

also launched a number of digi-
tal services via mobile apps
such as Sarawak Gov and SPay
Global. ...Read More

Sarawak Govt Places
Emphasis On Importance
Of TVET, STEM Education

Infinix Malaysia To
Reveal New All Round
FastCharge Technology

It is claimed that the dual fast charging configurations of 260W
All-Round FastCharge and 110W Wireless All-Round FastCharge
will raise the bar for fast charging.
The new All-Round FastCharge technology will be unveiled,

according to an announcement from Infinix. This includes the “All-
Round FastCharge” solution and the 260W All-Round FastCharge
and 110W Wireless All-Round FastCharge technologies.
It is claimed that the dual fast charging configurations of 260W

All-Round FastCharge and 110W Wireless All-Round FastCharge
will raise the bar for fast charging. The Intelligent “All-Round
FastCharge” technology solution, on the other hand, is asserted to
provide not only quick charging but also a smart, flexible, and safe
experience.
With support for a variety of use cases, including wired and wire-

less fast charging, wired/wireless reverse charging, bypass charg-
ing, smart charging, secure charging, and multi-protocol charging,
All-Round FastCharge demonstrates Infinix’s dedication to the
user charging experience. Future Infinix phones will introduce this
solution, giving users fast charging that is secure, adaptable, and
intelligent. The charger uses the AHB innovative circuit architec-
ture, which has a high power density, a small size, more intelligent
and safe charging control, and a wider range of chargeable prod-
ucts. The charging architecture has a 4-pump parallel design. It is
in fact a complete fast-charging solution for both wired and wire-
less charging. Infinix wants to incorporate intelligence into this
charging solution to deliver quick and secure charging while also
being adaptable and smart...Read More
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